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CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AND CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
943.0585

Court‐ordered expunction of criminal history records.—The courts of this state have

jurisdiction over their own procedures, including the maintenance, expunction, and correction of judicial records
containing criminal history information to the extent such procedures are not inconsistent with the conditions,
responsibilities, and duties established by this section. Any court of competent jurisdiction may order a criminal
justice agency to expunge the criminal history record of a minor or an adult who complies with the requirements of
this section. The court shall not order a criminal justice agency to expunge a criminal history record until the person
seeking to expunge a criminal history record has applied for and received a certificate of eligibility for expunction
pursuant to subsection (2) or subsection (5). A criminal history record that relates to a violation of s. 393.135, s.
394.4593, s. 787.025, chapter 794, former s. 796.03, s. 800.04, s. 810.14, s. 817.034, s. 825.1025, s. 827.071,
chapter 839, s. 847.0133, s. 847.0135, s. 847.0145, s. 893.135, s. 916.1075, a violation enumerated in s. 907.041,
or any violation specified as a predicate offense for registration as a sexual predator pursuant to s. 775.21, without
regard to whether that offense alone is sufficient to require such registration, or for registration as a sexual offender
pursuant to s. 943.0435, may not be expunged, without regard to whether adjudication was withheld, if the
defendant was found guilty of or pled guilty or nolo contendere to the offense, or if the defendant, as a minor, was
found to have committed, or pled guilty or nolo contendere to committing, the offense as a delinquent act. The
court may only order expunction of a criminal history record pertaining to one arrest or one incident of alleged
criminal activity, except as provided in this section. The court may, at its sole discretion, order the expunction of a
criminal history record pertaining to more than one arrest if the additional arrests directly relate to the original
arrest. If the court intends to order the expunction of records pertaining to such additional arrests, such intent must
be specified in the order. A criminal justice agency may not expunge any record pertaining to such additional arrests
if the order to expunge does not articulate the intention of the court to expunge a record pertaining to more than
one arrest. This section does not prevent the court from ordering the expunction of only a portion of a criminal
history record pertaining to one arrest or one incident of alleged criminal activity. Notwithstanding any law to the
contrary, a criminal justice agency may comply with laws, court orders, and official requests of other jurisdictions
relating to expunction, correction, or confidential handling of criminal history records or information derived
therefrom. This section does not confer any right to the expunction of any criminal history record, and any request
for expunction of a criminal history record may be denied at the sole discretion of the court.
(1)

PETITION TO EXPUNGE A CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD.—Each petition to a court to expunge a criminal history

record is complete only when accompanied by:
(a)
(b)
1.

A valid certificate of eligibility for expunction issued by the department pursuant to subsection (2).
The petitioner’s sworn statement attesting that the petitioner:
Has never, prior to the date on which the petition is filed, been adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense or

comparable ordinance violation, or been adjudicated delinquent for committing any felony or a misdemeanor
specified in s. 943.051(3)(b).
2.

Has not been adjudicated guilty of, or adjudicated delinquent for committing, any of the acts stemming from

the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the petition pertains.
3.

Has never secured a prior sealing or expunction of a criminal history record under this section, s. 943.059,

former s. 893.14, former s. 901.33, or former s. 943.058, unless expunction is sought of a criminal history record

previously sealed for 10 years pursuant to paragraph (2)(h) and the record is otherwise eligible for expunction.
4.

Is eligible for such an expunction to the best of his or her knowledge or belief and does not have any other

petition to expunge or any petition to seal pending before any court.
Any person who knowingly provides false information on such sworn statement to the court commits a felony of the
third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
(2)

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EXPUNCTION.—Prior to petitioning the court to expunge a criminal history

record, a person seeking to expunge a criminal history record shall apply to the department for a certificate of
eligibility for expunction. The department shall, by rule adopted pursuant to chapter 120, establish procedures
pertaining to the application for and issuance of certificates of eligibility for expunction. A certificate of eligibility
for expunction is valid for 12 months after the date stamped on the certificate when issued by the department. After
that time, the petitioner must reapply to the department for a new certificate of eligibility. Eligibility for a renewed
certification of eligibility must be based on the status of the applicant and the law in effect at the time of the
renewal application. The department shall issue a certificate of eligibility for expunction to a person who is the
subject of a criminal history record if that person:
(a)

Has obtained, and submitted to the department, a written, certified statement from the appropriate state

attorney or statewide prosecutor which indicates:
1.

That an indictment, information, or other charging document was not filed or issued in the case.

2.

That an indictment, information, or other charging document, if filed or issued in the case, was dismissed or

nolle prosequi by the state attorney or statewide prosecutor, or was dismissed by a court of competent jurisdiction,
and that none of the charges related to the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the petition to expunge
pertains resulted in a trial, without regard to whether the outcome of the trial was other than an adjudication of
guilt.
3.

That the criminal history record does not relate to a violation of s. 393.135, s. 394.4593, s. 787.025, chapter

794, former s. 796.03, s. 800.04, s. 810.14, s. 817.034, s. 825.1025, s. 827.071, chapter 839, s. 847.0133, s.
847.0135, s. 847.0145, s. 893.135, s. 916.1075, a violation enumerated in s. 907.041, or any violation specified as a
predicate offense for registration as a sexual predator pursuant to s. 775.21, without regard to whether that offense
alone is sufficient to require such registration, or for registration as a sexual offender pursuant to s. 943.0435, where
the defendant was found guilty of, or pled guilty or nolo contendere to any such offense, or that the defendant, as a
minor, was found to have committed, or pled guilty or nolo contendere to committing, such an offense as a
delinquent act, without regard to whether adjudication was withheld.
(b)

Remits a $75 processing fee to the department for placement in the Department of Law Enforcement

Operating Trust Fund, unless such fee is waived by the executive director.
(c)

Has submitted to the department a certified copy of the disposition of the charge to which the petition to

expunge pertains.
(d)

Has never, prior to the date on which the application for a certificate of eligibility is filed, been adjudicated

guilty of a criminal offense or comparable ordinance violation, or been adjudicated delinquent for committing any
felony or a misdemeanor specified in s. 943.051(3)(b).
(e)

Has not been adjudicated guilty of, or adjudicated delinquent for committing, any of the acts stemming from

the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the petition to expunge pertains.
(f)

Has never secured a prior sealing or expunction of a criminal history record under this section, s. 943.059,

former s. 893.14, former s. 901.33, or former s. 943.058, unless expunction is sought of a criminal history record
previously sealed for 10 years pursuant to paragraph (h) and the record is otherwise eligible for expunction.
(g)

Is no longer under court supervision applicable to the disposition of the arrest or alleged criminal activity to

which the petition to expunge pertains.
(h)

Has previously obtained a court order sealing the record under this section, former s. 893.14, former s.

901.33, or former s. 943.058 for a minimum of 10 years because adjudication was withheld or because all charges
related to the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the petition to expunge pertains were not dismissed prior
to trial, without regard to whether the outcome of the trial was other than an adjudication of guilt. The requirement

for the record to have previously been sealed for a minimum of 10 years does not apply when a plea was not entered
or all charges related to the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the petition to expunge pertains were
dismissed prior to trial.
(3)

PROCESSING OF A PETITION OR ORDER TO EXPUNGE.—

(a)

In judicial proceedings under this section, a copy of the completed petition to expunge shall be served upon

the appropriate state attorney or the statewide prosecutor and upon the arresting agency; however, it is not
necessary to make any agency other than the state a party. The appropriate state attorney or the statewide
prosecutor and the arresting agency may respond to the court regarding the completed petition to expunge.
(b)

If relief is granted by the court, the clerk of the court shall certify copies of the order to the appropriate

state attorney or the statewide prosecutor and the arresting agency. The arresting agency is responsible for
forwarding the order to any other agency to which the arresting agency disseminated the criminal history record
information to which the order pertains. The department shall forward the order to expunge to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The clerk of the court shall certify a copy of the order to any other agency which the records of the
court reflect has received the criminal history record from the court.
(c)

For an order to expunge entered by a court prior to July 1, 1992, the department shall notify the appropriate

state attorney or statewide prosecutor of an order to expunge which is contrary to law because the person who is the
subject of the record has previously been convicted of a crime or comparable ordinance violation or has had a prior
criminal history record sealed or expunged. Upon receipt of such notice, the appropriate state attorney or statewide
prosecutor shall take action, within 60 days, to correct the record and petition the court to void the order to
expunge. The department shall seal the record until such time as the order is voided by the court.
(d)

On or after July 1, 1992, the department or any other criminal justice agency is not required to act on an

order to expunge entered by a court when such order does not comply with the requirements of this section. Upon
receipt of such an order, the department must notify the issuing court, the appropriate state attorney or statewide
prosecutor, the petitioner or the petitioner’s attorney, and the arresting agency of the reason for noncompliance.
The appropriate state attorney or statewide prosecutor shall take action within 60 days to correct the record and
petition the court to void the order. No cause of action, including contempt of court, shall arise against any criminal
justice agency for failure to comply with an order to expunge when the petitioner for such order failed to obtain the
certificate of eligibility as required by this section or such order does not otherwise comply with the requirements of
this section.
(4)

EFFECT OF CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD EXPUNCTION.—Any criminal history record of a minor or an adult

which is ordered expunged by a court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to this section must be physically destroyed
or obliterated by any criminal justice agency having custody of such record; except that any criminal history record
in the custody of the department must be retained in all cases. A criminal history record ordered expunged that is
retained by the department is confidential and exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the
State Constitution and not available to any person or entity except upon order of a court of competent jurisdiction. A
criminal justice agency may retain a notation indicating compliance with an order to expunge.
(a)

The person who is the subject of a criminal history record that is expunged under this section or under other

provisions of law, including former s. 893.14, former s. 901.33, and former s. 943.058, may lawfully deny or fail to
acknowledge the arrests covered by the expunged record, except when the subject of the record:
1.

Is a candidate for employment with a criminal justice agency;

2.

Is a defendant in a criminal prosecution;

3.

Concurrently or subsequently petitions for relief under this section, s. 943.0583, or s. 943.059;

4.

Is a candidate for admission to The Florida Bar;

5.

Is seeking to be employed or licensed by or to contract with the Department of Children and Families, the

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation within the Department of Education, the Agency for Health Care
Administration, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, the Department of Health, the Department of Elderly
Affairs, or the Department of Juvenile Justice or to be employed or used by such contractor or licensee in a sensitive
position having direct contact with children, the disabled, or the elderly;

6.

Is seeking to be employed or licensed by the Department of Education, any district school board, any

university laboratory school, any charter school, any private or parochial school, or any local governmental entity
that licenses child care facilities;
7.

Is seeking to be licensed by the Division of Insurance Agent and Agency Services within the Department of

Financial Services; or
8.
(b)

Is seeking to be appointed as a guardian pursuant to s. 744.3125.
Subject to the exceptions in paragraph (a), a person who has been granted an expunction under this section,

former s. 893.14, former s. 901.33, or former s. 943.058 may not be held under any provision of law of this state to
commit perjury or to be otherwise liable for giving a false statement by reason of such person’s failure to recite or
acknowledge an expunged criminal history record.
(c)

Information relating to the existence of an expunged criminal history record which is provided in accordance

with paragraph (a) is confidential and exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State
Constitution, except that the department shall disclose the existence of a criminal history record ordered expunged
to the entities set forth in subparagraphs (a)1., 4., 5., 6., 7., and 8. for their respective licensing, access
authorization, and employment purposes, and to criminal justice agencies for their respective criminal justice
purposes. It is unlawful for any employee of an entity set forth in subparagraph (a)1., subparagraph (a)4.,
subparagraph (a)5., subparagraph (a)6., subparagraph (a)7., or subparagraph (a)8. to disclose information relating to
the existence of an expunged criminal history record of a person seeking employment, access authorization, or
licensure with such entity or contractor, except to the person to whom the criminal history record relates or to
persons having direct responsibility for employment, access authorization, or licensure decisions. Any person who
violates this paragraph commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083.
(5)

EXCEPTION FOR LAWFUL SELF‐DEFENSE.—Notwithstanding the eligibility requirements prescribed in

paragraph (1)(b) and subsection (2), the department shall issue a certificate of eligibility for expunction under this
subsection to a person who is the subject of a criminal history record if that person:
(a)

Has obtained, and submitted to the department, on a form provided by the department, a written, certified

statement from the appropriate state attorney or statewide prosecutor which states whether an information,
indictment, or other charging document was not filed or was dismissed by the state attorney, or dismissed by the
court, because it was found that the person acted in lawful self‐defense pursuant to the provisions related to
justifiable use of force in chapter 776.
(b)

Each petition to a court to expunge a criminal history record pursuant to this subsection is complete only

when accompanied by:
1.

A valid certificate of eligibility for expunction issued by the department pursuant to this subsection.

2.

The petitioner’s sworn statement attesting that the petitioner is eligible for such an expunction to the best of

his or her knowledge or belief.
Any person who knowingly provides false information on such sworn statement to the court commits a felony of the
third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
(c)

This subsection does not confer any right to the expunction of a criminal history record, and any request for

expunction of a criminal history record may be denied at the discretion of the court.
(d)

Subsections (3) and (4) shall apply to expunction ordered under this subsection.

(e)

The department shall, by rule adopted pursuant to chapter 120, establish procedures pertaining to the

application for and issuance of certificates of eligibility for expunction under this subsection.
(6)

STATUTORY REFERENCES.—Any reference to any other chapter, section, or subdivision of the Florida Statutes

in this section constitutes a general reference under the doctrine of incorporation by reference.
History.—s. 3, ch. 92‐73; s. 43, ch. 93‐39; s. 1, ch. 94‐127; s. 19, ch. 94‐154; s. 95, ch. 94‐209; s. 140, ch. 95‐418; s. 3, ch. 95‐427; s. 52,
ch. 96‐169; s. 7, ch. 96‐402; s. 443, ch. 96‐406; s. 1847, ch. 97‐102; s. 57, ch. 98‐280; s. 115, ch. 99‐3; s. 10, ch. 99‐188; s. 4, ch. 99‐300; s.
16, ch. 99‐304; s. 3, ch. 2000‐246; s. 27, ch. 2000‐320; s. 115, ch. 2000‐349; s. 4, ch. 2001‐127; s. 1, ch. 2002‐212; ss. 8, 97, ch. 2004‐267;
s. 1, ch. 2004‐295; s. 22, ch. 2005‐128; s. 118, ch. 2006‐120; s. 10, ch. 2006‐176; s. 27, ch. 2006‐195; s. 109, ch. 2006‐197; s. 5, ch. 2008‐

249; s. 8, ch. 2009‐171; s. 7, ch. 2010‐31; s. 17, ch. 2012‐73; s. 18, ch. 2012‐215; s. 4, ch. 2013‐98; s. 25, ch. 2013‐116; s. 169, ch. 2014‐17;
s. 35, ch. 2014‐123; s. 6, ch. 2014‐124; s. 27, ch. 2014‐160; s. 11, ch. 2014‐195.
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Court‐ordered sealing of criminal history records.—The courts of this state shall continue to have

jurisdiction over their own procedures, including the maintenance, sealing, and correction of judicial records
containing criminal history information to the extent such procedures are not inconsistent with the conditions,
responsibilities, and duties established by this section. Any court of competent jurisdiction may order a criminal
justice agency to seal the criminal history record of a minor or an adult who complies with the requirements of this
section. The court shall not order a criminal justice agency to seal a criminal history record until the person seeking
to seal a criminal history record has applied for and received a certificate of eligibility for sealing pursuant to
subsection (2). A criminal history record that relates to a violation of s. 393.135, s. 394.4593, s. 787.025, chapter
794, former s. 796.03, s. 800.04, s. 810.14, s. 817.034, s. 825.1025, s. 827.071, chapter 839, s. 847.0133, s.
847.0135, s. 847.0145, s. 893.135, s. 916.1075, a violation enumerated in s. 907.041, or any violation specified as a
predicate offense for registration as a sexual predator pursuant to s. 775.21, without regard to whether that offense
alone is sufficient to require such registration, or for registration as a sexual offender pursuant to s. 943.0435, may
not be sealed, without regard to whether adjudication was withheld, if the defendant was found guilty of or pled
guilty or nolo contendere to the offense, or if the defendant, as a minor, was found to have committed or pled guilty
or nolo contendere to committing the offense as a delinquent act. The court may only order sealing of a criminal
history record pertaining to one arrest or one incident of alleged criminal activity, except as provided in this
section. The court may, at its sole discretion, order the sealing of a criminal history record pertaining to more than
one arrest if the additional arrests directly relate to the original arrest. If the court intends to order the sealing of
records pertaining to such additional arrests, such intent must be specified in the order. A criminal justice agency
may not seal any record pertaining to such additional arrests if the order to seal does not articulate the intention of
the court to seal records pertaining to more than one arrest. This section does not prevent the court from ordering
the sealing of only a portion of a criminal history record pertaining to one arrest or one incident of alleged criminal
activity. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, a criminal justice agency may comply with laws, court orders,
and official requests of other jurisdictions relating to sealing, correction, or confidential handling of criminal history
records or information derived therefrom. This section does not confer any right to the sealing of any criminal
history record, and any request for sealing a criminal history record may be denied at the sole discretion of the
court.
(1)

PETITION TO SEAL A CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD.—Each petition to a court to seal a criminal history record

is complete only when accompanied by:
(a)
(b)
1.

A valid certificate of eligibility for sealing issued by the department pursuant to subsection (2).
The petitioner’s sworn statement attesting that the petitioner:
Has never, prior to the date on which the petition is filed, been adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense or

comparable ordinance violation, or been adjudicated delinquent for committing any felony or a misdemeanor
specified in s. 943.051(3)(b).
2.

Has not been adjudicated guilty of or adjudicated delinquent for committing any of the acts stemming from

the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the petition to seal pertains.
3.

Has never secured a prior sealing or expunction of a criminal history record under this section, s. 943.0585,

former s. 893.14, former s. 901.33, or former s. 943.058.

4.

Is eligible for such a sealing to the best of his or her knowledge or belief and does not have any other petition

to seal or any petition to expunge pending before any court.
Any person who knowingly provides false information on such sworn statement to the court commits a felony of the
third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
(2)

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR SEALING.—Prior to petitioning the court to seal a criminal history record, a

person seeking to seal a criminal history record shall apply to the department for a certificate of eligibility for
sealing. The department shall, by rule adopted pursuant to chapter 120, establish procedures pertaining to the
application for and issuance of certificates of eligibility for sealing. A certificate of eligibility for sealing is valid for
12 months after the date stamped on the certificate when issued by the department. After that time, the petitioner
must reapply to the department for a new certificate of eligibility. Eligibility for a renewed certification of
eligibility must be based on the status of the applicant and the law in effect at the time of the renewal application.
The department shall issue a certificate of eligibility for sealing to a person who is the subject of a criminal history
record provided that such person:
(a)

Has submitted to the department a certified copy of the disposition of the charge to which the petition to

seal pertains.
(b)

Remits a $75 processing fee to the department for placement in the Department of Law Enforcement

Operating Trust Fund, unless such fee is waived by the executive director.
(c)

Has never, prior to the date on which the application for a certificate of eligibility is filed, been adjudicated

guilty of a criminal offense or comparable ordinance violation, or been adjudicated delinquent for committing any
felony or a misdemeanor specified in s. 943.051(3)(b).
(d)

Has not been adjudicated guilty of or adjudicated delinquent for committing any of the acts stemming from

the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the petition to seal pertains.
(e)

Has never secured a prior sealing or expunction of a criminal history record under this section, s. 943.0585,

former s. 893.14, former s. 901.33, or former s. 943.058.
(f)

Is no longer under court supervision applicable to the disposition of the arrest or alleged criminal activity to

which the petition to seal pertains.
(3)

PROCESSING OF A PETITION OR ORDER TO SEAL.—

(a)

In judicial proceedings under this section, a copy of the completed petition to seal shall be served upon the

appropriate state attorney or the statewide prosecutor and upon the arresting agency; however, it is not necessary to
make any agency other than the state a party. The appropriate state attorney or the statewide prosecutor and the
arresting agency may respond to the court regarding the completed petition to seal.
(b)

If relief is granted by the court, the clerk of the court shall certify copies of the order to the appropriate

state attorney or the statewide prosecutor and to the arresting agency. The arresting agency is responsible for
forwarding the order to any other agency to which the arresting agency disseminated the criminal history record
information to which the order pertains. The department shall forward the order to seal to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The clerk of the court shall certify a copy of the order to any other agency which the records of the
court reflect has received the criminal history record from the court.
(c)

For an order to seal entered by a court prior to July 1, 1992, the department shall notify the appropriate

state attorney or statewide prosecutor of any order to seal which is contrary to law because the person who is the
subject of the record has previously been convicted of a crime or comparable ordinance violation or has had a prior
criminal history record sealed or expunged. Upon receipt of such notice, the appropriate state attorney or statewide
prosecutor shall take action, within 60 days, to correct the record and petition the court to void the order to seal.
The department shall seal the record until such time as the order is voided by the court.
(d)

On or after July 1, 1992, the department or any other criminal justice agency is not required to act on an

order to seal entered by a court when such order does not comply with the requirements of this section. Upon receipt
of such an order, the department must notify the issuing court, the appropriate state attorney or statewide
prosecutor, the petitioner or the petitioner’s attorney, and the arresting agency of the reason for noncompliance.
The appropriate state attorney or statewide prosecutor shall take action within 60 days to correct the record and

petition the court to void the order. No cause of action, including contempt of court, shall arise against any criminal
justice agency for failure to comply with an order to seal when the petitioner for such order failed to obtain the
certificate of eligibility as required by this section or when such order does not comply with the requirements of this
section.
(e)

An order sealing a criminal history record pursuant to this section does not require that such record be

surrendered to the court, and such record shall continue to be maintained by the department and other criminal
justice agencies.
(4)

EFFECT OF CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD SEALING.—A criminal history record of a minor or an adult which is

ordered sealed by a court pursuant to this section is confidential and exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and
s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution and is available only to the person who is the subject of the record, to the
subject’s attorney, to criminal justice agencies for their respective criminal justice purposes, which include
conducting a criminal history background check for approval of firearms purchases or transfers as authorized by state
or federal law, to judges in the state courts system for the purpose of assisting them in their case‐related
decisionmaking responsibilities, as set forth in s. 943.053(5), or to those entities set forth in subparagraphs (a)1., 4.,
5., 6., 8., 9., and 10. for their respective licensing, access authorization, and employment purposes.
(a)

The subject of a criminal history record sealed under this section or under other provisions of law, including

former s. 893.14, former s. 901.33, and former s. 943.058, may lawfully deny or fail to acknowledge the arrests
covered by the sealed record, except when the subject of the record:
1.

Is a candidate for employment with a criminal justice agency;

2.

Is a defendant in a criminal prosecution;

3.

Concurrently or subsequently petitions for relief under this section, s. 943.0583, or s. 943.0585;

4.

Is a candidate for admission to The Florida Bar;

5.

Is seeking to be employed or licensed by or to contract with the Department of Children and Families, the

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation within the Department of Education, the Agency for Health Care
Administration, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, the Department of Health, the Department of Elderly
Affairs, or the Department of Juvenile Justice or to be employed or used by such contractor or licensee in a sensitive
position having direct contact with children, the disabled, or the elderly;
6.

Is seeking to be employed or licensed by the Department of Education, a district school board, a university

laboratory school, a charter school, a private or parochial school, or a local governmental entity that licenses child
care facilities;
7.

Is attempting to purchase a firearm from a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer and is

subject to a criminal history check under state or federal law;
8.

Is seeking to be licensed by the Division of Insurance Agent and Agency Services within the Department of

Financial Services;
9.
10.

Is seeking to be appointed as a guardian pursuant to s. 744.3125; or
Is seeking to be licensed by the Bureau of License Issuance of the Division of Licensing within the Department

of Agriculture and Consumer Services to carry a concealed weapon or concealed firearm. This subparagraph applies
only in the determination of an applicant’s eligibility under s. 790.06.
(b)

Subject to the exceptions in paragraph (a), a person who has been granted a sealing under this section,

former s. 893.14, former s. 901.33, or former s. 943.058 may not be held under any provision of law of this state to
commit perjury or to be otherwise liable for giving a false statement by reason of such person’s failure to recite or
acknowledge a sealed criminal history record.
(c)

Information relating to the existence of a sealed criminal record provided in accordance with the provisions

of paragraph (a) is confidential and exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State
Constitution, except that the department shall disclose the sealed criminal history record to the entities set forth in
subparagraphs (a)1., 4., 5., 6., 8., 9., and 10. for their respective licensing, access authorization, and employment
purposes. An employee of an entity set forth in subparagraph (a)1., subparagraph (a)4., subparagraph (a)5.,
subparagraph (a)6., subparagraph (a)8., subparagraph (a)9., or subparagraph (a)10. may not disclose information

relating to the existence of a sealed criminal history record of a person seeking employment, access authorization,
or licensure with such entity or contractor, except to the person to whom the criminal history record relates or to
persons having direct responsibility for employment, access authorization, or licensure decisions. A person who
violates the provisions of this paragraph commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.
(5)

STATUTORY REFERENCES.—Any reference to any other chapter, section, or subdivision of the Florida Statutes

in this section constitutes a general reference under the doctrine of incorporation by reference.
History.—s. 4, ch. 92‐73; s. 44, ch. 93‐39; s. 3, ch. 94‐127; s. 20, ch. 94‐154; s. 96, ch. 94‐209; s. 4, ch. 95‐427; s. 53, ch. 96‐169; s. 8,
ch. 96‐402; s. 444, ch. 96‐406; s. 1848, ch. 97‐102; s. 58, ch. 98‐280; s. 116, ch. 99‐3; s. 10, ch. 99‐188; s. 5, ch. 99‐300; s. 17, ch. 99‐304;
s. 3, ch. 2000‐246; s. 28, ch. 2000‐320; s. 5, ch. 2001‐127; s. 1, ch. 2002‐212; ss. 9, 98, ch. 2004‐267; s. 2, ch. 2004‐295; s. 23, ch. 2005‐
128; s. 119, ch. 2006‐120; s. 11, ch. 2006‐176; s. 28, ch. 2006‐195; s. 110, ch. 2006‐197; s. 6, ch. 2008‐249; s. 9, ch. 2009‐171; s. 8, ch.
2010‐31; s. 18, ch. 2012‐73; s. 19, ch. 2012‐215; s. 5, ch. 2013‐98; s. 26, ch. 2013‐116; s. 170, ch. 2014‐17; s. 36, ch. 2014‐123; s. 7, ch.
2014‐124; s. 19, ch. 2014‐147; s. 28, ch. 2014‐160.
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(1)

Prearrest, postarrest, or teen court diversion program expunction.—

Notwithstanding any law dealing generally with the preservation and destruction of public records, the

department may provide, by rule adopted pursuant to chapter 120, for the expunction of any nonjudicial record of
the arrest of a minor who has successfully completed a prearrest or postarrest diversion program for minors as
authorized by s. 985.125.
(2)(a)

As used in this section, the term “expunction” has the same meaning ascribed in and effect as s. 943.0585,

except that:
1.

The provisions of s. 943.0585(4)(a) do not apply, except that the criminal history record of a person whose

record is expunged pursuant to this section shall be made available only to criminal justice agencies for the purpose
of determining eligibility for prearrest, postarrest, or teen court diversion programs; when the record is sought as
part of a criminal investigation; or when the subject of the record is a candidate for employment with a criminal
justice agency. For all other purposes, a person whose record is expunged under this section may lawfully deny or
fail to acknowledge the arrest and the charge covered by the expunged record.
2.

Records maintained by local criminal justice agencies in the county in which the arrest occurred that are

eligible for expunction pursuant to this section shall be sealed as the term is used in s. 943.059.
(b)

As used in this section, the term “nonviolent misdemeanor” includes simple assault or battery when prearrest

or postarrest diversion expunction is approved in writing by the state attorney for the county in which the arrest
occurred.
(3)

The department shall expunge the nonjudicial arrest record of a minor who has successfully completed a

prearrest or postarrest diversion program if that minor:
(a)

Submits an application for prearrest or postarrest diversion expunction, on a form prescribed by the

department, signed by the minor’s parent or legal guardian, or by the minor if he or she has reached the age of
majority at the time of applying.
(b)

Submits to the department, with the application, an official written statement from the state attorney for

the county in which the arrest occurred certifying that he or she has successfully completed that county’s prearrest
or postarrest diversion program, that his or her participation in the program was based on an arrest for a nonviolent
misdemeanor, and that he or she has not otherwise been charged by the state attorney with, or found to have
committed, any criminal offense or comparable ordinance violation.
(c)

Participated in a prearrest or postarrest diversion program that expressly authorizes or permits such

expunction.
(d)

Participated in a prearrest or postarrest diversion program based on an arrest for a nonviolent misdemeanor

that would not qualify as an act of domestic violence as that term is defined in s. 741.28.
(e)

Has never been, before filing the application for expunction, charged by the state attorney with, or found to

have committed, any criminal offense or comparable ordinance violation.
(4)

The department is authorized to charge a $75 processing fee for each request received for prearrest or

postarrest diversion program expunction, for placement in the Department of Law Enforcement Operating Trust
Fund, unless such fee is waived by the executive director.

(5)

Expunction or sealing granted under this section does not prevent the minor who receives such relief from

petitioning for the expunction or sealing of a later criminal history record as provided for in ss. 943.0583, 943.0585,
and 943.059, if the minor is otherwise eligible under those sections.
History.—s. 8, ch. 2001‐125; s. 10, ch. 2001‐127; s. 66, ch. 2004‐267; s. 117, ch. 2006‐120; s. 35, ch. 2010‐117; s. 3, ch. 2013‐98; s. 24,
ch. 2013‐116; s. 45, ch. 2014‐162; s. 3, ch. 2016‐42.
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943.0515
(1)(a)

Retention of criminal history records of minors.—

The Criminal Justice Information Program shall retain the criminal history record of a minor who is

classified as a serious or habitual juvenile offender or committed to a juvenile correctional facility or juvenile prison
under chapter 985 for 5 years after the date the offender reaches 21 years of age, at which time the record shall be
expunged unless it meets the criteria of paragraph (2)(a) or paragraph (2)(b).
(b)1.

If the minor is not classified as a serious or habitual juvenile offender or committed to a juvenile

correctional facility or juvenile prison under chapter 985, the program shall retain the minor’s criminal history
record for 2 years after the date the minor reaches 19 years of age, at which time the record shall be expunged
unless it meets the criteria of paragraph (2)(a) or paragraph (2)(b).
2.

A minor described in subparagraph 1. may apply to the department to have his or her criminal history record

expunged before the minor reaches 21 years of age. To be eligible for expunction under this subparagraph, the minor
must be 18 years of age or older and less than 21 years of age and have not been charged by the state attorney with
or found to have committed any criminal offense within the 5‐year period before the application date. The only
offenses eligible to be expunged under this subparagraph are those that the minor committed before the minor
reached 18 years of age. A criminal history record expunged under this subparagraph requires the approval of the
state attorney for each circuit in which an offense specified in the criminal history record occurred. A minor seeking
to expunge a criminal history record under this subparagraph shall apply to the department for expunction in the
manner prescribed by rule. An application for expunction under this subparagraph shall include:
a.

A processing fee of $75 to the department for placement in the Department of Law Enforcement Operating

Trust Fund, unless such fee is waived by the executive director.
b.

A full set of fingerprints of the applicant taken by a law enforcement agency for purposes of identity

verification.
c.

A sworn, written statement from the minor seeking relief that he or she is no longer under court supervision

applicable to the disposition of the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the application to expunge pertains
and that he or she has not been charged with or found to have committed a criminal offense, in any jurisdiction of
the state or within the United States, within the 5‐year period before the application date. A person who knowingly
provides false information on the sworn statement required by this sub‐subparagraph commits a misdemeanor of the
first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
3.

A minor who applies, but who is not approved for early expunction in accordance with subparagraph 2., shall

have his or her criminal history record expunged at age 21 if eligible under subparagraph 1.
(2)(a)

If a person 18 years of age or older is charged with or convicted of a forcible felony and the person’s

criminal history record as a minor has not yet been destroyed, the person’s record as a minor must be merged with
the person’s adult criminal history record and must be retained as a part of the person’s adult record.
(b)

If, at any time, a minor is adjudicated as an adult for a forcible felony, the minor’s criminal history record

prior to the time of the minor’s adjudication as an adult must be merged with his or her record as an adjudicated
adult.
(3)

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the Criminal Justice Information Program shall retain the

criminal history record of a minor adjudicated delinquent for a violation committed on or after July 1, 2007, as

provided in s. 943.0435(1)(h)1.d. Such records may not be destroyed and must be merged with the person’s adult
criminal history record and retained as a part of the person’s adult record.
History.—s. 90, ch. 94‐209; s. 20, ch. 96‐388; s. 1845, ch. 97‐102; s. 7, ch. 98‐94; s. 56, ch. 98‐280; s. 6, ch. 99‐284; s. 5, ch. 2007‐209; s.
2, ch. 2016‐42; s. 11, ch. 2016‐104.
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943.0583

Human trafficking victim expunction.—

(1)

As used in this section, the term:

(a)

“Human trafficking” has the same meaning as provided in s. 787.06.

(b)

“Official documentation” means any documentation issued by a federal, state, or local agency tending to

show a person’s status as a victim of human trafficking.
(c)

“Victim of human trafficking” means a person subjected to coercion, as defined in s. 787.06, for the purpose

of being used in human trafficking, a child under 18 years of age subjected to human trafficking, or an individual
subjected to human trafficking as defined by federal law.
(2)

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, upon the filing of a petition as provided in this section, any court

in the circuit in which the petitioner was arrested, so long as the court has jurisdiction over the class of offense or
offenses sought to be expunged, may order a criminal justice agency to expunge the criminal history record of a
victim of human trafficking who complies with the requirements of this section. A petition need not be filed in the
court where the petitioner’s criminal proceeding or proceedings originally occurred. This section does not confer any
right to the expunction of any criminal history record, and any request for expunction of a criminal history record
may be denied at the discretion of the court.
(3)

A person who is a victim of human trafficking may petition for the expunction of a criminal history record

resulting from the arrest or filing of charges for an offense committed or reported to have been committed while the
person was a victim of human trafficking, which offense was committed or reported to have been committed as a
part of the human trafficking scheme of which the person was a victim or at the direction of an operator of the
scheme, including, but not limited to, violations under chapters 796 and 847, without regard to the disposition of the
arrest or of any charges. However, this section does not apply to any offense listed in s. 775.084(1)(b)1.
Determination of the petition under this section should be by a preponderance of the evidence. A conviction
expunged under this section is deemed to have been vacated due to a substantive defect in the underlying criminal
proceedings. If a person is adjudicated not guilty by reason of insanity or is found to be incompetent to stand trial for
any such charge, the expunction of the criminal history record may not prevent the entry of the judgment or finding
in state and national databases for use in determining eligibility to purchase or possess a firearm or to carry a
concealed firearm, as authorized in s. 790.065(2)(a)4.c. and 18 U.S.C. s. 922(t), nor shall it prevent any
governmental agency that is authorized by state or federal law to determine eligibility to purchase or possess a
firearm or to carry a concealed firearm from accessing or using the record of the judgment or finding in the course
of such agency’s official duties.
(4)

A petition under this section must be initiated by the petitioner with due diligence after the victim has

ceased to be a victim of human trafficking or has sought services for victims of human trafficking, subject to
reasonable concerns for the safety of the victim, family members of the victim, or other victims of human
trafficking that may be jeopardized by the bringing of such petition or for other reasons consistent with the purpose
of this section.
(5)

Official documentation of the victim’s status creates a presumption that his or her participation in the

offense was a result of having been a victim of human trafficking but is not required for granting a petition under

this section. A determination made without such official documentation must be made by a showing of clear and
convincing evidence.
(6)

Each petition to a court to expunge a criminal history record is complete only when accompanied by:

(a)

The petitioner’s sworn statement attesting that the petitioner is eligible for such an expunction to the best of

his or her knowledge or belief and does not have any other petition to expunge or any petition to seal pending before
any court.
(b)

Official documentation of the petitioner’s status as a victim of human trafficking, if any exists.

Any person who knowingly provides false information on such sworn statement to the court commits a felony of the
third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
(7)(a)

In judicial proceedings under this section, a copy of the completed petition to expunge shall be served

upon the appropriate state attorney or the statewide prosecutor and upon the arresting agency; however, it is not
necessary to make any agency other than the state a party. The appropriate state attorney or the statewide
prosecutor and the arresting agency may respond to the court regarding the completed petition to expunge.
(b)

The petitioner or the petitioner’s attorney may appear at any hearing under this section telephonically, via

video conference, or by other electronic means.
(c)

The court shall allow an advocate from a state attorney’s office, law enforcement agency, safe house or safe

foster home as defined in s. 409.1678(1), or a residential facility offering services to adult victims of human
trafficking to be present with the petitioner during any court proceedings or hearings under this section, if the
petitioner has made such a request and the advocate is able to be present.
(d)

If relief is granted by the court, the clerk of the court shall certify copies of the order to the appropriate

state attorney or the statewide prosecutor and the arresting agency. The arresting agency is responsible for
forwarding the order to any other agency listed in the court order to which the arresting agency disseminated the
criminal history record information to which the order pertains. The department shall forward the order to expunge
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The clerk of the court shall certify a copy of the order to any other agency
that the records of the court reflect has received the criminal history record from the court.
(8)(a)

Any criminal history record of a minor or an adult that is ordered expunged pursuant to this section must

be physically destroyed or obliterated by any criminal justice agency having custody of such record, except that any
criminal history record in the custody of the department must be retained in all cases.
(b)

The person who is the subject of a criminal history record that is expunged under this section may lawfully

deny or fail to acknowledge the arrests covered by the expunged record, except when the subject of the record is a
candidate for employment with a criminal justice agency or is a defendant in a criminal prosecution.
(c)

Subject to the exceptions in paragraph (b), a person who has been granted an expunction under this section

may not be held under any law of this state to commit perjury or to be otherwise liable for giving a false statement
by reason of such person’s failure to recite or acknowledge an expunged criminal history record.
(9)

Any reference to any other chapter, section, or subdivision of the Florida Statutes in this section constitutes a

general reference under the doctrine of incorporation by reference.
(10)(a)

A criminal history record ordered expunged under this section that is retained by the department is

confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution, except that the record shall
be made available to criminal justice agencies for their respective criminal justice purposes and to any
governmental agency that is authorized by state or federal law to determine eligibility to purchase or possess a
firearm or to carry a concealed firearm for use in the course of such agency’s official duties. Otherwise, such record
shall not be disclosed to any person or entity except upon order of a court of competent jurisdiction. A criminal
justice agency may retain a notation indicating compliance with an order to expunge.
(b)

This subsection is subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall

stand repealed on October 2, 2018, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature.
(11)(a)

The following criminal intelligence information or criminal investigative information is confidential and

exempt from s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution:

1.

Any information that reveals the identity of a person who is a victim of human trafficking whose criminal

history record has been expunged under this section.
2.

Any information that may reveal the identity of a person who is a victim of human trafficking whose criminal

history record has been ordered expunged under this section.
(b)

Criminal investigative information and criminal intelligence information made confidential and exempt under

this subsection may be disclosed by a law enforcement agency:
1.

In the furtherance of its official duties and responsibilities.

2.

For print, publication, or broadcast if the law enforcement agency determines that such release would assist

in locating or identifying a person that the agency believes to be missing or endangered. The information provided
should be limited to that needed to identify or locate the victim.
3.
(c)

To another governmental agency in the furtherance of its official duties and responsibilities.
This exemption applies to such confidential and exempt criminal intelligence information or criminal

investigative information held by a law enforcement agency before, on, or after the effective date of the
exemption.
(d)

This subsection is subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall

stand repealed on October 2, 2020, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature.
History.—s. 2, ch. 2013‐98; s. 1, ch. 2013‐99; s. 12, ch. 2014‐160; s. 2, ch. 2015‐145; s. 2, ch. 2015‐146.
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(1)

Administrative expunction.—

Notwithstanding any law dealing generally with the preservation and destruction of public records, the

department may adopt a rule pursuant to chapter 120 for the administrative expunction of any nonjudicial record of
an arrest of a minor or an adult made contrary to law or by mistake.
(2)

A law enforcement agency shall apply to the department in the manner prescribed by rule for the

administrative expunction of any nonjudicial record of any arrest of a minor or an adult who is subsequently
determined by the agency, at its discretion, or by the final order of a court of competent jurisdiction, to have been
arrested contrary to law or by mistake.
(3)

An adult or, in the case of a minor child, the parent or legal guardian of the minor child, may apply to the

department in the manner prescribed by rule for the administrative expunction of any nonjudicial record of an arrest
alleged to have been made contrary to law or by mistake, provided that the application is supported by the
endorsement of the head of the arresting agency or his or her designee or the state attorney of the judicial circuit in
which the arrest occurred or his or her designee.
(4)

An application for administrative expunction shall include the date and time of the arrest, the name of the

person arrested, the offender‐based tracking system (OBTS) number, and the crime or crimes charged. The
application shall be on the submitting agency’s letterhead and shall be signed by the head of the submitting agency
or his or her designee.
(5)

If the person was arrested on a warrant, capias, or pickup order, a request for an administrative expunction

may be made by the sheriff of the county in which the warrant, capias, or pickup order was issued or his or her
designee or by the state attorney of the judicial circuit in which the warrant, capias, or pickup order was issued or
his or her designee.
(6)

An application or endorsement under this section is not admissible as evidence in any judicial or

administrative proceeding and may not be construed in any way as an admission of liability in connection with an
arrest.
History.—s. 2, ch. 92‐73; s. 94, ch. 94‐209; s. 1, ch. 2006‐94; s. 4, ch. 2008‐249; s. 34, ch. 2010‐117.
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Chapter 985
JUVENILE JUSTICE; INTERSTATE COMPACT ON

View Entire
Chapter

JUVENILES

Oaths; records; confidential information.—
Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), (6), and (7) and s. 943.053, all information obtained under this

chapter in the discharge of official duty by any judge, any employee of the court, any authorized agent of the
department, the Florida Commission on Offender Review, the Department of Corrections, the juvenile justice circuit
boards, any law enforcement agent, or any licensed professional or licensed community agency representative
participating in the assessment or treatment of a juvenile is confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a),
Art. I of the State Constitution. This exemption applies to information obtained before, on, or after the effective
date of this exemption.
(b)

Such confidential and exempt information may be disclosed only to the authorized personnel of the court, the

department and its designees, the Department of Corrections, the Florida Commission on Offender Review, law
enforcement agents, school superintendents and their designees, any licensed professional or licensed community
agency representative participating in the assessment or treatment of a juvenile, and others entitled under this
chapter to receive that information, or upon order of the court.
(c)

Within each county, the sheriff, the chiefs of police, the district school superintendent, and the department

shall enter into an interagency agreement for the purpose of sharing information about juvenile offenders among all
parties. The agreement must specify the conditions under which summary criminal history information is to be made
available to appropriate school personnel, and the conditions under which school records are to be made available to
appropriate department personnel. Such agreement shall require notification to any classroom teacher of assignment
to the teacher’s classroom of a juvenile who has been placed in a probation or commitment program for a felony
offense. The agencies entering into such agreement must comply with s. 943.0525, and must maintain the
confidentiality of information that is otherwise exempt from s. 119.07(1), as provided by law.
(2)(a)1.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, the name, photograph, address, and crime or

arrest report of a child:
a.

Taken into custody by a law enforcement officer for a violation of law which, if committed by an adult,

would be a felony;
b.

Charged with a violation of law which, if committed by an adult, would be a felony;

c.

Found to have committed an offense which, if committed by an adult, would be a felony; or

d.

Transferred to adult court pursuant to part X of this chapter,

are not considered confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1) solely because of the child’s age.
2.

A public records custodian may choose not to electronically publish on the custodian’s website the arrest or

booking photographs of a child which are not confidential and exempt under this section or otherwise restricted from
publication by law; however, this subparagraph does not restrict public access to records as provided by s. 119.07.
(b)

This subsection is subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall

stand repealed on October 2, 2021, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature.
(3)

A law enforcement agency may release a copy of the juvenile offense report to the victim of the offense.

However, information gained by the victim under this chapter, including the next of kin of a homicide victim,

regarding any case handled in juvenile court, must not be revealed to any outside party, except as is reasonably
necessary in pursuit of legal remedies.
(4)(a)

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, when a child of any age is taken into custody by a law

enforcement officer for an offense that would have been a felony if committed by an adult, or a crime of violence,
the law enforcement agency must notify the superintendent of schools that the child is alleged to have committed
the delinquent act.
(b)

Notwithstanding paragraph (a) or any other provision of this section, when a child of any age is formally

charged by a state attorney with a felony or a delinquent act that would be a felony if committed by an adult, the
state attorney shall notify the superintendent of the child’s school that the child has been charged with such felony
or delinquent act. The information obtained by the superintendent of schools under this section must be released
within 48 hours after receipt to appropriate school personnel, including the principal of the school of the child and
the director of transportation. The principal must immediately notify the child’s immediate classroom teachers, the
child’s assigned bus driver, and any other school personnel whose duties include direct supervision of the child. Upon
notification, the principal is authorized to begin disciplinary actions under s. 1006.09(1)‐(4).
(c)

The superintendent must notify the other school personnel whose duties include direct supervision of the child

of the disposition of the charges against the child.
(d)

The department shall disclose to the school superintendent the presence of any child in the care and custody

or under the jurisdiction or supervision of the department who has a known history of criminal sexual behavior with
other juveniles; is alleged to have committed juvenile sexual abuse as defined in s. 39.01; or has pled guilty or nolo
contendere to, or has been found to have committed, a violation of chapter 794, chapter 796, chapter 800, s.
827.071, or s. 847.0133, regardless of adjudication. Any employee of a district school board who knowingly and
willfully discloses such information to an unauthorized person commits a misdemeanor of the second degree,
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
(5)

Authorized agents of the department may administer oaths and affirmations.

(6)(a)

Records maintained by the department, including copies of records maintained by the court, which pertain

to a child found to have committed a delinquent act which, if committed by an adult, would be a crime specified in
s. 435.04 may not be destroyed under this section for 25 years after the youth’s final referral to the department,
except in cases of the death of the child. Such records, however, shall be sealed by the court for use only in meeting
the screening requirements for personnel in s. 402.3055 and the other sections cited above, or under departmental
rule; however, current criminal history information must be obtained from the Department of Law Enforcement in
accordance with s. 943.053. The information shall be released to those persons specified in the above cited sections
for the purposes of complying with those sections. The court may punish by contempt any person who releases or
uses the records for any unauthorized purpose.
(b)

Sexual offender and predator registration information as required in ss. 775.21, 943.0435, 944.606, 944.607,

985.481, and 985.4815 is a public record pursuant to s. 119.07(1) and as otherwise provided by law.
(7)(a)

Records in the custody of the department regarding children are not open to inspection by the public. Such

records may be inspected only upon order of the Secretary of Juvenile Justice or his or her authorized agent by
persons who have sufficient reason and upon such conditions for their use and disposition as the secretary or his or
her authorized agent deems proper. The information in such records may be disclosed only to other employees of the
department who have a need therefor in order to perform their official duties; to other persons as authorized by rule
of the department; and, upon request, to the Department of Corrections. The secretary or his or her authorized agent
may permit properly qualified persons to inspect and make abstracts from records for statistical purposes under
whatever conditions upon their use and disposition the secretary or his or her authorized agent deems proper,
provided adequate assurances are given that children’s names and other identifying information will not be disclosed
by the applicant.
(b)

The destruction of records pertaining to children committed to or supervised by the department pursuant to a

court order, which records are retained until a child reaches the age of 24 years or until a serious or habitual
delinquent child reaches the age of 26 years, shall be subject to chapter 943.

(8)

Criminal history information made available to governmental agencies by the Department of Law

Enforcement or other criminal justice agencies shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the
provision authorizing the releases.
History.—s. 5, ch. 90‐208; s. 14, ch. 91‐57; s. 14, ch. 93‐39; s. 2, ch. 93‐196; s. 6, ch. 93‐200; s. 23, ch. 93‐230; s. 33, ch. 94‐209; s.
1344, ch. 95‐147; s. 117, ch. 95‐418; s. 17, ch. 96‐369; s. 18, ch. 96‐388; s. 26, ch. 97‐234; s. 4, ch. 97‐238; s. 8, ch. 98‐158; s. 128, ch. 99‐
3; s. 11, ch. 99‐284; s. 19, ch. 2000‐135; s. 15, ch. 2001‐125; s. 120, ch. 2002‐1; s. 1051, ch. 2002‐387; s. 23, ch. 2004‐267; s. 12, ch. 2006‐
120; s. 10, ch. 2007‐209; s. 55, ch. 2010‐114; s. 1, ch. 2010‐192; s. 58, ch. 2014‐191; s. 42, ch. 2014‐224; s. 62, ch. 2016‐24; s. 1, ch. 2016‐
78; s. 20, ch. 2016‐104.
Note.—Former s. 39.045.
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(1)

Dissemination of criminal justice information; fees.—

The Department of Law Enforcement shall disseminate criminal justice information only in accordance with

federal and state laws, regulations, and rules.
(2)

Criminal justice information derived from federal criminal justice information systems or criminal justice

information systems of other states shall not be disseminated in a manner inconsistent with the rules instituted by the
National Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact, as approved and ratified in s. 943.0543, or with other applicable
laws or rules.
(3)(a)

Criminal history information relating to an adult, compiled by the Criminal Justice Information Program

from intrastate sources shall be available on a priority basis to criminal justice agencies for criminal justice purposes
free of charge. After providing the program with all known personal identifying information, persons in the private
sector and noncriminal justice agencies may be provided criminal history information upon tender of fees as
established in this subsection and in the manner prescribed by rule of the Department of Law Enforcement.
(b)1.

Criminal history information relating to a juvenile compiled by the Criminal Justice Information Program

from intrastate sources shall be released as provided in this section. Such information is confidential and exempt
from s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution, unless such juvenile has been:
a.

Taken into custody by a law enforcement officer for a violation of law which, if committed by an adult,

would be a felony;
b.

Charged with a violation of law which, if committed by an adult, would be a felony;

c.

Found to have committed an offense which, if committed by an adult, would be a felony; or

d.

Transferred to adult court pursuant to part X of chapter 985,

and provided the criminal history record has not been expunged or sealed under any law applicable to such record.
2.

This paragraph is subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall

stand repealed on October 2, 2021, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature.
(c)1.

Criminal history information relating to juveniles, including criminal history information consisting in

whole or in part of information that is confidential and exempt under paragraph (b), shall be available to:
a.

A criminal justice agency for criminal justice purposes on a priority basis and free of charge;

b.

The person to whom the record relates, or his or her attorney;

c.

The parent, guardian, or legal custodian of the person to whom the record relates, provided such person has

not reached the age of majority, been emancipated by a court, or been legally married; or
d.

An agency or entity specified in s. 943.0585(4) or s. 943.059(4), for the purposes specified therein, and to any

person within such agency or entity who has direct responsibility for employment, access authorization, or licensure
decisions.
2.

After providing the program with all known personal identifying information, the criminal history information

relating to a juvenile which is not confidential and exempt under this subsection may be released to the private
sector and noncriminal justice agencies not specified in s. 943.0585(4) or s. 943.059(4) in the same manner as
provided in paragraph (a). Criminal history information relating to a juvenile which is not confidential and exempt
under this subsection is the entire criminal history information relating to a juvenile who satisfies any of the criteria

listed in sub‐subparagraphs (b)1.a.‐d., except for any portion of such juvenile’s criminal history record which has
been expunged or sealed under any law applicable to such record.
3.

All criminal history information relating to juveniles, other than that provided to criminal justice agencies for

criminal justice purposes, shall be provided upon tender of fees as established in this subsection and in the manner
prescribed by rule of the Department of Law Enforcement.
(d)

The fee for access to criminal history information by the private sector or a noncriminal justice agency shall

be assessed without regard to the size or category of criminal history record information requested.
(e)

The fee per record for criminal history information provided pursuant to this subsection and s. 943.0542 is

$24 per name submitted, except that the fee for the guardian ad litem program and vendors of the Department of
Children and Families, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, and the
Department of Elderly Affairs shall be $8 for each name submitted; the fee for a state criminal history provided for
application processing as required by law to be performed by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
shall be $15 for each name submitted; and the fee for requests under s. 943.0542, which implements the National
Child Protection Act, shall be $18 for each volunteer name submitted. The state offices of the Public Defender shall
not be assessed a fee for Florida criminal history information or wanted person information.
(4)

Criminal justice information provided by the Department of Law Enforcement shall be used only for the

purpose stated in the request.
(5)

Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 943.0525, and any user agreements adopted pursuant thereto, and

notwithstanding the confidentiality of sealed records as provided for in s. 943.059, the department shall make online
access to Florida criminal justice information available to each judge in the state courts system for the purpose of
assisting judges in their case‐related decisionmaking responsibilities. Such online access shall be provided without
charge to the state courts system. Sealed records received by the courts under this section remain confidential and
exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1). The information provided pursuant to this section shall not take the
place of any information required to be provided to the courts by any other agency or entity. Information provided
under this section shall be used only for the official court business for which it was requested and may not be further
disseminated.
(6)

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the department shall provide to the Department of Revenue

access to Florida criminal history records that are not exempt from disclosure under chapter 119, and to such
information as may be lawfully available from other states via the National Law Enforcement Telecommunications
System, for the purpose of locating subjects who owe or potentially owe support, as defined in s. 409.2554, or to
whom such obligation is owed pursuant to Title IV‐D of the Social Security Act. Such information may be provided to
child support enforcement authorities in other states for these specific purposes.
(7)

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the department shall provide to each office of the public

defender online access to criminal records of this state which are not exempt from disclosure under chapter 119 or
confidential under law. Such access shall be used solely in support of the duties of a public defender as provided in s.
27.51 or of any attorney specially assigned as authorized in s. 27.53 in the representation of any person who is
determined indigent as provided in s. 27.52. The costs of establishing and maintaining such online access shall be
borne by the office to which the access has been provided.
(8)

Notwithstanding s. 943.0525, and any user agreements adopted pursuant thereto, and notwithstanding the

confidentiality of sealed records as provided for in s. 943.059 and juvenile records as provided for in paragraph (3)
(b), the sheriff of any county that has contracted with a private entity to operate a county detention facility
pursuant to s. 951.062 shall provide that private entity, in a timely manner, copies of the Florida criminal history
records for its inmates. The sheriff may assess a charge for the Florida criminal history records pursuant to chapter
119. Sealed records and confidential juvenile records received by the private entity under this section remain
confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1).
(9)

Notwithstanding s. 943.0525, and any user agreements adopted pursuant thereto, and notwithstanding the

confidentiality of sealed records as provided for in s. 943.059 and juvenile records as provided for in paragraph (3)
(b), the Department of Corrections shall provide, in a timely manner, copies of the Florida criminal history records

for inmates housed in a private state correctional facility to the private entity under contract to operate the facility
pursuant to s. 944.105. The department may assess a charge for the Florida criminal history records pursuant to
chapter 119. Sealed records and confidential juvenile records received by the private entity under this section
remain confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1).
(10)

Notwithstanding s. 943.0525 and any user agreements adopted pursuant thereto, and notwithstanding the

confidentiality of sealed records as provided for in s. 943.059 or of juvenile records as provided for in paragraph (3)
(b), the Department of Juvenile Justice or any other state or local criminal justice agency may provide copies of the
Florida criminal history records for juvenile offenders currently or formerly detained or housed in a contracted
juvenile assessment center or detention facility or serviced in a contracted treatment program and for employees or
other individuals who will have access to these facilities, only to the entity under direct contract with the
Department of Juvenile Justice to operate these facilities or programs pursuant to s. 985.688. The criminal justice
agency providing such data may assess a charge for the Florida criminal history records pursuant to chapter 119.
Sealed records and confidential juvenile records received by the private entity under this section remain confidential
and exempt from s. 119.07(1). Information provided under this section shall be used only for the criminal justice
purpose for which it was requested and may not be further disseminated.
(11)

A criminal justice agency that is authorized under federal rules or law to conduct a criminal history

background check on an agency employee who is not certified by the Criminal Justice Standards and Training
Commission under s. 943.12 may submit to the department the fingerprints of the noncertified employee to obtain
state and national criminal history information. The fingerprints shall be retained and entered in the statewide
automated biometric identification system authorized by s. 943.05 and shall be available for all purposes and uses
authorized for arrest fingerprint submissions entered in the statewide automated biometric identification system
pursuant to s. 943.051. The department shall search all arrest fingerprint submissions received pursuant to s. 943.051
against the fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric identification system pursuant to this section.
In addition to all purposes and uses authorized for arrest fingerprint submissions for which submitted fingerprints may
be used, any arrest record that is identified with the retained employee fingerprints must be reported to the
submitting employing agency.
(12)

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, when a criminal history check or a duty to disclose the absence

of a criminal history check is mandated by state law, or when a privilege or benefit is conferred by state law in
return for exercising an option of conducting a criminal history check, the referenced criminal history check,
whether it is an initial or renewal check, shall include a Florida criminal history provided by the department as set
forth in this section. Such Florida criminal history information may be provided by a private vendor only if that
information is directly obtained from the department for each request. When a national criminal history check is
required or authorized by state law, the national criminal history check shall be submitted by and through the
department in the manner established by the department for such checks, unless otherwise required by federal law.
The fee for criminal history information as established by state law or, in the case of national checks, by the Federal
Government, shall be borne by the person or entity submitting the request, or as provided by law. Criminal history
information provided by any other governmental entity of this state or any private entity shall not be substituted for
criminal history information provided by the department when the criminal history check or a duty to disclose the
absence of a criminal history check is required by statute or is made a condition of a privilege or benefit by law.
When fingerprints are required or permitted to be used as a basis for identification in conducting such a criminal
history check, the fingerprints must be taken by a law enforcement agency employee, a government agency
employee, a qualified electronic fingerprint service provider, or a private employer. Fingerprints taken by the
subject of the criminal history check may not be accepted or used for the purpose of identification in conducting the
criminal history check.
(13)(a)

For the department to accept an electronic fingerprint submission from:

1.

A private vendor engaged in the business of providing electronic fingerprint submission; or

2.

A private entity or public agency that submits the fingerprints of its own employees, volunteers, contractors,

associates, or applicants for the purpose of conducting a required or permitted criminal history background check,

the vendor, entity, or agency submitting the fingerprints must enter into an agreement with the department that, at
a minimum, obligates the vendor, entity, or agency to comply with certain specified standards to ensure that all
persons having direct or indirect responsibility for verifying identification, taking fingerprints, and electronically
submitting fingerprints are qualified to do so and will ensure the integrity and security of all personal information
gathered from the persons whose fingerprints are submitted.
(b)
1.

Such standards shall include, but need not be limited to, requiring that:
All persons responsible for taking fingerprints and collecting personal identifying information from the persons

being fingerprinted to meet current written state and federal guidelines for identity verification and for recording
legible fingerprints;
2.

The department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s technical standards for the electronic submission of

fingerprints are satisfied;
3.

The fingerprint images electronically submitted satisfy the department’s and the Federal Bureau of

Investigation’s quality standards; and
4.
(c)

A person may not take his or her own fingerprints for submission to the department.
The requirement for entering into an agreement with the department for this purpose does not apply to

criminal justice agencies.
(d)

The agreement with the department must require the vendor, entity, or agency to collect from the person or

entity on whose behalf the fingerprints are submitted the fees prescribed by state and federal law for processing the
fingerprints for a criminal history check. The agreement must provide that such fees be timely remitted to the
department by a payment mechanism approved by the department. If requested by the vendor, entity, or agency,
and with the approval of the department, such fees may be timely remitted to the department by a vendor, entity,
or agency upon receipt of an invoice for such fees from the department. Failure of a vendor, entity, or agency to
pay the amount due on a timely basis or as invoiced by the department may result in the refusal by the department
to accept future fingerprint submissions until all fees due and owing are paid.
(14)

Notwithstanding any other law, the department shall provide to the Sexually Violent Predator Program

within the Department of Children and Families online access to the arrest notification program through the Florida
Criminal Justice Network to be used solely in support of the duties of the Department of Children and Families as
provided in s. 394.926(4).
History.—s. 5, ch. 80‐409; s. 1, ch. 94‐168; s. 92, ch. 94‐209; s. 21, ch. 96‐388; s. 74, ch. 97‐170; s. 10, ch. 98‐94; s. 3, ch. 98‐207; s. 10,
ch. 99‐300; s. 9, ch. 2001‐127; s. 55, ch. 2001‐158; s. 134, ch. 2003‐402; s. 1, ch. 2003‐403; s. 67, ch. 2004‐267; s. 21, ch. 2006‐2; s. 116,
ch. 2006‐120; s. 9, ch. 2006‐176; s. 1, ch. 2008‐112; s. 2, ch. 2008‐249; s. 3, ch. 2010‐62; s. 46, ch. 2010‐114; s. 33, ch. 2010‐117; s. 37, ch.
2010‐162; s. 16, ch. 2012‐73; s. 18, ch. 2013‐116; s. 9, ch. 2014‐2; s. 317, ch. 2014‐19; s. 2, ch. 2016‐78; s. 1, ch. 2016‐162.
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EXPUNGEMENT
Case No.
Client:

County:

Date of Birth:

Arresting Agency:

Attorney:

Date of Arrest:

Copy Dept. Of Corrections & Salvation Army on probation and PTI cases. Copy DHSMV on traffic cases.

Done

Expunging Steps
1.

Request Certified Disposition/Drop Notice from Clerk

2.

Send Initial Paperwork to Client with cover letter signed by Attorney
(Fingerprint card, Affidavit, FDLE application, Statute)

3.

Rec’d Complete Paperwork from Client with notarized signatures & $75.00 check.

4.

Send Certified Disposition and FDLE application to SAO for Section B (w/cover letter).
Send blind copy of letter to the client (w/o enclosures).

5.

Rec’d completed FDLE application from SAO

6.

Send FDLE Application, Fingerprint card, certified disposition and $75.00 check to FDLE with
cover letter signed by Attorney. Send blind copy of the letter to the client (w/o enclosures).

7.

Rec’d FDLE Certificate of Eligibility

8.

E-file petition, affidavit, and certificate of eligibility with Clerk’s Office.
E-mail proposed order to judicial assistant.

9.

Send a copy of the Order, Petition, Certificate of Eligibility and Affidavit to SAO (SAO will
send memo to Judge stating their opposition, or lack thereof, to the expungement) ________
Send a copy of the Petition, Certificate of Eligibility and Affidavit to arresting agency ________
and FDLE ______
Send original Certificate of Eligibility and proposed order to Clerk of Court. _________

10.

Once receive invoice from clerk for $59
- Request check
Date requested: ______________ Date Paid: ____________
- Once received, send copy of order to client, along with clearinghouse form for signature.
- Scan and save order
- Submit order to arrests.org for removal.

11.

Do online Clerk of Court search to ensure client’s file has been expunged.

12.

Request A/B report.
Run name on jail website.

13.

Run FDLE criminal history check to confirm nothing comes up. Letter to client confirming the
record has been expunged.

Completion
Date

Addresses
FDLE
PO Box 1489
Tallahassee, FL 32302
SAO
ATTN: Debra Sanderson
311 West Monroe Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
JSO
501 East Bay Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
DHSMV
2900 Apalachee Prkwy.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-6552
Salvation Army
ATTN: Ms. Randolph
328 North Ocean Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Department of Corrections (for 4th Circuit cases - St. Johns is 7th Circuit)
592 Ellis Road, Ste. 114
Jacksonville, FL 32254
695-4045

SEALING
Case No.
Client:

County:

Date of Birth:

Arresting Agency:

Attorney:

Date of Arrest:

Copy Dept. Of Corrections & Salvation Army on probation and PTI cases. Copy DHSMV on traffic cases.

Done

Sealing Steps
1.

Request Certified Disposition/Drop Notice from Clerk

2.

Send Initial Paperwork to Client with cover letter signed by Attorney
(Fingerprint card, Affidavit, FDLE application, Statute)

3.

Rec’d Complete Paperwork from Client with notarized signatures & $75.00 check.

4.

Send FDLE Application, Fingerprint card, certified disposition and $75.00 check to FDLE
with cover letter signed by Attorney. Send blind copy of the letter to the client (w/o
enclosures).

5.

Rec’d FDLE Certificate of Eligibility

6.

E-File original documents with Clerk’s Office (Petition, Certificate of Eligibility, Affidavit).
E-mail proposed order to judicial assistant.
Send original Certificate of Eligibility to Clerk of Court

7.

Send a copy of the Order, Petition, Certificate of Eligibility and Affidavit to SAO (SAO will
send memo to Judge stating opposition, or lack thereof, to sealing) ______
Send a copy of the Petition, Certificate of Eligibility and Affidavit to arresting agency _____
and FDLE ______

8.

Once receive invoice from clerk for $59...
- Request check Date requested: ______________ Date Paid: ____________
- Send copy of order w/encl. letter to client once received, along with clearinghouse form.
- Scan & save order
- Submit order to florida.arrests.org for record removal.

9.

Do online Clerk of Court search to ensure client’s file has been sealed.

10.

Request arrest and booking report
Run jail website

11.

Run FDLE criminal history check to confirm nothing comes up.

12.

Send letter to client confirming the record has been expunged.

Completion
Date

Addresses
FDLE
PO Box 1489
Tallahassee, FL 32302
SAO
ATTN: Debra Sanderson
311 West Monroe Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
JSO
501 East Bay Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
DHSMV
2900 Apalachee Prkwy.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-6552
Salvation Army
ATTN: Ms. Randolph
328 North Ocean Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Department of Corrections (for 4th Circuit cases - St. Johns is 7th Circuit)
592 Ellis Road, Ste. 114
Jacksonville, FL 32254
695-4045

Juvenile Expungement Checklist

Client:
Case No.:

Arresting Agency:

County:

Attorney:

Date of Birth:

Date of Arrest:

Copy Dept. of Corrections & Salvation Army on probation & PTI cases. Copy DHSMV on traffic cases.

Done

Expungement Steps
01. Request Certified Disposition/Drop Notice from Clerk
02. Send Initial Paperwork to Client with cover letter signed by Attorney
- Fingerprint card
- FDLE application
- Juvenile expungement statute 943.0582
03. Rec’d Complete Paperwork from Client with notarized signatures &
$75.00 check.
04. Send application to SAO for completion of section B
05. Receive application back from SAO
06. Send FDLE Application, Fingerprint card, certified disposition and
$75.00 check to FDLE. Send a blind copy of the letter to the client (w/o
enclosures)
07. Rec’d FDLE approval of expungement, scan and save same

09. Do in-person search at clerk’s office to ensure client’s file has been
sealed.
10. Run FDLE criminal history check to confirm nothing comes up.
11. Letter to client confirming the record has been sealed, attach letter
from FDLE. Route entire file to attorney.

Completion
Date

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION
First Name

Last Name

SECTION A – ALL APPLICANTS

Aliases: Maiden: Divorce
Date of Birth (DOB)
MONTH
Mailing Address

Residence Phone
(
)
Race
Sex

DAY

Business Phone
(
)
Social Security No.

YEAR

Permanent Address
Arresting Agency

Middle Name

City

State

Zip

City

State

Zip

Date(s) of Arrest

Select One: _____Expunge

Florida Drivers License No.

_____Seal

NOTE: For Expunction applications, the State Attorney or Statewide Prosecutor must complete Section B.

Charge(s)
1. __________________________________________

NOTARY
(PLEASE STAMP WITH SEAL)
Sworn to and subscribed before me

2. __________________________________________

This ______ Day of _______________, 20____________

3. __________________________________________
4. __________________________________________

______________________________________________
(Signature of Notary Public)

I hereby certify that the information contained herein is
true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

(Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary
or Deputy Clerk of the Court)

________________________________________
Personally Known ____ or Produced Identification _____
___________________________________________
Signature
Date

SECTION B – STATE ATTORNEY
FOR EXPUNCTION APPLICATIONS ONLY

State Attorney/Statewide Prosecutor

Type of Identification Produced: ____________________

County

Circuit

Charge(s) Description
1. ___________________________________

Statute Violation
___________________

Case Number
_________________

Action
_________________

2. ___________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

3. ___________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

4. ___________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

FOR EXPUNCTION
APPLICATIONS ONLY

If one of the paragraphs below is checked, my signature below indicates that, based on the
disposition of all charges related to the above-referenced case, that case is eligible to be
expunged, if the applicant is otherwise eligible to have his or her record expunged under law. My
signature does not imply that the applicant has satisfied all other statutory eligibility criteria, or
that this Office would not oppose a petition to expunge the above-referenced case. By checking
paragraph 1, 2, or 3, I certify that the above-referenced case is presently eligible to be expunged,
assuming that the applicant is otherwise eligible, because:

The above-referenced case is not eligible to be expunged because:


One or more of the charges (acts) related to the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the
application for certificate of eligibility to expunge pertains resulted in an adjudication of guilt or
of delinquency;

OR, BECAUSE OF ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING REASONS:



1. An indictment, information, or other charging document was not filed or issued in the
case; OR



The record of the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the application for certificate of
eligibility to expunge pertains has not been sealed for at least 10 years;



2. An indictment, information, or other charging document, if filed or issued in the case,
was dismissed or nolle prosequi by the state attorney or statewide prosecutor, or was
dismissed by a court of competent jurisdiction; OR





3. (a) None of the charges (acts) related to the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which
the application for certificate of eligibility to expunge pertains resulted in an adjudication of
guilt or of delinquency; AND
(b) The record of the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the application for
certificate of eligibility to expunge pertains has been sealed for at least 10 years; AND
(c) None of the charges (if any) for which adjudication of guilt or of delinquency was
withheld relates to a violation of s. 393.135, s. 394.4593, s. 787.025, chapter 794, s.
796.03, s. 800.04, s. 810.14, s. 817.034, s. 825.1025, s. 827.071 chapter 839, s.
847.0133, s. 847.0135. s. 847.0145, s. 893.135, s. 916.1075, a violation enumerated in s.
907.041, or any violation specified as a predicate offense for registration as a sexual
predator pursuant to s. 775.21, without regard to whether that offense alone is sufficient
to require such registration, or for registration as a sexual offender pursuant to s.
943.0435.

One or more of the charges for which an adjudication of guilt or of delinquency was withheld
relate to a to a violation of s. 393.135, s. 394.4593, s. 787.025, chapter 794, s. 796.03, s.
800.04, s. 810.14 s. 817.034, s. 825.1025, s. 827-071, chapter 839, s. 847.0133, s. 847.0135,
s. 847.0145, s. 893.135, s. 916.1075, a violation enumerated in s. 907.041, or any violation
specified as a predicate offense for registration as a sexual predator pursuant to s. 775.21,
without regard to whether that offense alone is sufficient to require such registration, or for
registration as a sexual offender pursuant to s. 943.0435;



Records available to this Office disclose some other ground of statutory ineligibility (e.g.,
adjudication of guilt in a different case; previous expunction or sealing).

__________________________________________________
Signature

SECTION C
FDLE

Reviewing Officer

Title(Prosecuting Authority)

Date

Acct/Budget

____________________________________________________

Signature

Expunge/Seal Section

Title(Prosecuting Authority)

Date

Expunge/Seal Section

Date Received __________________

I.D.# ________________ORI _______________

Date Received __________________

Check _________________________

Certification Status

Date Entered ___________________

Processed By ___________-_______

Seal
Expunge

Approved

Denied

Date Mailed ____________________

IMPORTANT: A CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY IS VALID FOR 12 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUANCE. AFTER
THAT TIME, A NEW CERTIFICATE MUST BE APPLIED FOR.
Revised December 2009

Ref. Rules 11C-7.006 and 11C-7.007

FDLE 40-021

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS & INFORMATION:
1.

Applicable law: Sections 943.0585 and 943.059, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 11C-7, Florida
Administrative Code (FAC), govern the use of this application, for the expunction or sealing of non-judicial
criminal history records by criminal justice agencies. These statutes and the implementing rules require that you
obtain a Certificate of Eligibility from the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) prior to requesting a
court for an order to seal or expunge your non-judicial criminal history records, and that you provide the
information required by this application process.

2.

Please type or print all information, except signatures. Complete all required portions of the application and
submit all required documents and the processing fee noted below, under Section A. Failure to disclose your
social security number (SOC) may delay the processing time of your application. If your application is
submitted without all the required information, documentation, or the processing fee, FDLE may
reject your application.

3.

Mailing information: Mail your completed application package and fee to the following address:
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
ATTN: Expunge/Seal Section
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-1489

4.

Contact Information: FDLE’s Expunge/Seal Section – (850) 410-7870.

5.

Optional Personal Review of your Florida criminal history record: If you have questions about what
appears in your Florida criminal history record maintained by FDLE, you may wish to obtain a Personal Review of
your record from FDLE, pursuant to Chapter 11C-8, FAC, before submitting this application form. The Personal
Review is optional and is not required for FDLE to process your Application for Certification of Eligibility for
expunction or sealing of your record. To obtain a Personal Review, please complete and submit the enclosed
FDLE Fingerprint form and a letter to FDLE at the address above. If you submit the fingerprint form and a
letter for your Personal Review, please DO NOT send in the APPLICATION or the $75.00 processing fee until
the Personal Review is completed; the results of your personal review may influence your decision to request the
expunction or sealing of your criminal history record.

SECTION A:

FOR ALL APPLICANTS

1.

Complete every part of SECTION A. Make sure your signature, as the applicant, is notarized.

2.

If you were given a Notice to Appear and not physically arrested for the charge(s), indicate the date of the
Notice to Appear in the box marked “Date of Arrest.”

3.

NON-REFUNDABLE Processing Fee: Submit with your application a money order or Cashier’s check in the
amount of $75.00, made payable to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE).

4.

Submit the attached fingerprint form with your fingerprints, as part of your application packet. This form
must be completed by authorized personnel at a law enforcement or criminal justice agency, using
only the attached FDLE Fingerprint form. (If you have obtained a Personal Review; send the fingerprint
card back with the enclosed fingerprint form, please resubmit the same form for the Expunge/Seal “Certificate of
Eligibility” application.)

5.

Provide a certified copy of the final disposition(s) for each of the charges you list on your application.
Dispositions can usually be obtained from the office of the Clerk of Courts in the county where you were charged.
For Pretrial Intervention and other Diversion programs, a certified letter of completion from the State Attorney
or Statewide Prosecutor may substitute for a certified disposition. If you received probation for any of the
charges, you must also submit a certified copy of the termination of your probation.

SECTION B:
1.

FOR EXPUNCTION APPLICANTS ONLY

Submit the application to the State Attorney or Statewide Prosecutor for completion of SECTION B
NOTE: In addition to proper completion of
only if you are applying to have your records EXPUNGED.
Section B, you must also submit the certified copies of disposition(s) and termination of probation required under
Section A.

SECTION C:

FOR FDLE USE ONLY

REASONS AN APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY TO SEAL OR
EXPUNGE A CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD WILL BE DENIED
Pursuant to Sections s.943.0585 and s.943.059, Florida Statutes, a Certificate of Eligibility to expunge or
seal a criminal history record cannot be issued under any of the following circumstances:
1. The criminal history record reflects that you have been adjudicated guilty of a criminal
offense or comparable ordinance violation or adjudicated delinquent for committing any
felony or a misdemeanor specified in s.943.051(3)b. Certain driving violations are
classified as criminal, such as DUI, reckless driving, and (with some exceptions)
driving while license is suspended/canceled/revoked.
2. The criminal history record reflects that you have been adjudicated guilty of or adjudicated
delinquent for committing one or more of the acts stemming from the arrest or alleged
criminal activity to which the application pertains.
3. The criminal history record reflects that you have received a prior sealing or expunction of a
criminal history record under s.943.0585, s.943.059, former s.893.14, former s.901.33,
former s.943.058, or from any jurisdiction outside the state.
4. The criminal history record to which the application pertains relates to a violation of s
393.135, s. 394.4593, s.787.025, chapter 794, s.796.03, s.800.04, s.810.14, s.817.034,
s.825.1025, s.827.071, chapter 839, s.847.0133, s.847.0135, s.847.0145, s.893.135,
s.916.1075, a violation enumerated in s.907.041, or a violation of any offense qualifying for
registration as a sexual predator under s.775.21 or for registration as a sexual offender
under s.943.0435, Fla. Stat., with a finding of guilt, or a plea or guilty or nolo contendre
(without regard to whether adjudication was withheld).
5. The criminal history record reflects that you have another petition to seal or expunge
pending before a court of competent jurisdiction.
6. The criminal history record reflects that the court supervision applicable to the disposition of
the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which the application pertains has not been
completed.
7. [For expunction only] The criminal history record reflects that some or all of the charges
related to the arrest or criminal activity to which the application pertains were not dismissed
prior to trial, adjudication, or the withholding of adjudication, If no other disqualification
applies, the record would be eligible to be sealed.
PLEASE NOTE: The Governor and Cabinet of Florida, acting in the capacity of the Board of
Executive Clemency, declared on June 10, 1999, that the granting of a full pardon does not
remove any condition of ineligibility for sealing or expunging a criminal history record which
would otherwise be imposed by a conviction or withholding of adjudication pursuant to Sections
943.0585 and 943.059, Florida Statutes, and, acting in the capacity of agency head of the
Department of Law Enforcement, the Board directed FDLE to deny a Certificate of Eligibility to
any person receiving a pardon who is otherwise ineligible for the sealing or expunging of the
person’s criminal history record.

DISQUALIFYING CHARGES FOR EXPUNCTION/SEALING
A request for a certificate of eligible for an expunction or sealing of a criminal history record will be denied if the defendant was found guilty
or pled guilty or nolo contrendere, even if the adjudication was withheld, on any violation of the following:
Offenses listed in S.907.041, F.S.
1. Arson
2. Aggravated Assault
3. Aggravated Battery
4. Illegal use of explosives
5. Child abuse or Aggravated Child Abuse
6. Abuse of an elderly person or disabled adult, or aggravated abuse of an elderly person or disabled adult
7. Aircraft piracy
8. Kidnapping
9. Homicide
10. Manslaughter
11. Sexual Battery
12. Robbery
13. Carjacking
14. Lewd, lascivious, or indecent assault or act upon or in the presence of a child under the age of 16 years
15. Sexual activity with a child, who is 12 years of age or older but less than 18 years of age, by or at solicitation of a person in familial or
custodial authority
16. Burglary of a dwelling
17. Stalking of Aggravated Stalking
18. Act of Domestic Violence, as defined in s.741.28
19. Home-invasion Robbery
20. Act of Terrorism as defined by s.775.30
21. Attempting or conspiring to commit any of the above crimes
22. Manufacturing any substances in violation of chapter 893
S.393.135, F.S.
Sexual misconduct with developmentally disabled person and related offenses
S.394.4593, F.S.
Sexual misconduct with mentally ill person and related offenses
S.787.025, F.S.
Luring or enticing a child
Chapter 794, F.S.
Sexual Battery and related offense
S.796.03, F.S.
Procuring person under 18 for prostitution
S.800.04, F.S.
Lewd or lascivious offenses committed upon or in the presence of persons less than 16 years of age
S.810.14, F.S.
Voyeurism
S.817.034, F.S.
Florida Communication Fraud Act
(Scheme to Defraud or Organized Fraud, as defined in s.817.034, F.S.)
S.825.1025, F.S.
Lewd or lascivious offense upon or in presence of elderly person or disabled adult
S.827.071, F.S.
Sexual performance by a child
Chapter 839, F.S.
Offenses by Public Officers and Employees
S.847.0133, F.S.
Showing, etc., obscene literature to minor
S.847.0135, F.S.
Computer pornography
S.847.0145, F.S.
Selling or buying of minors
S.893.135, F.S.
Trafficking in controlled substances
S.916.1075
Sexual misconduct with mentally deficient or mentally ill defendant and related offenses
A violation of any offense qualify for registration as a sexual predator under s.775.21 or for registration as a sexual offender under
s.943.0435.
All references are from Florida Statutes

FINGERPRINTS FOR
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY
Name:
Last________________________________ First _______________________Middle _________________________
Alias(aka)
Name: Last_________________________

First _______________________Middle _________________________

Place of
RACE: __ SEX:___ DOB: _______ * SOC: __________________________ Birth:__________________________
Please mail completed application and fingerprints to:
FDLE, P.O. Box 1489, Tallahassee, FL 32302, Attn: Expunge/Seal Section
Signature of official taking fingerprints: _____________________________________ ORI: _______________________________

Signature of person fingerprinted: _________________________________________________

Date: ______________________

1. R. Thumb

2. R. Index

3. R. Middle

4. R. Ring

5. R. Little

6. L. Thumb

7. L. Index

8. L. Middle

9. L. Ring

10. L. Little

Left Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously

•

L. Thumb

R. Thumb

Right Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously

Social Security Number, this information is voluntary; failure to disclose may delay the processing time of your application.

Form 40-024

 DID YOU REMEMBER TO:
 Complete the application? Did you Sign and date the application
in front of a notary?

 Provide a certified (stamped copy) disposition of your case you
want to have sealed/expunged?

 Include your name, race/sex, date of birth, social security number
and signature on the fingerprint form?

 Provide a $75.00 check or money order made payable to FDLE?
Did you sign and completely fill out the check or money order?

 Include an Attorney’s letterhead, if you (applicant) are
represented by an attorney?

 Make copies of your application and documents for your records?
 For Expunge Applicants only: Is Section B completed and signed
by the State Attorney’s Office?

 For Juvenile Expunge Applicants only: Is Section B completed
and signed by the State Attorney’s Office?

FDLE asks that you provide your social security number (SSN). The decision to provide your SSN is at your option, and if you
provide your SSN, FDLE will use it for purposes of identification, and may share the information with other agencies for the
same purpose. FDLE’s request for your SSN is authorized by state law because use of it is imperative for FDLE to fulfill its
lawful duties and responsibilities. Your failure to provide your SSN may result in a delay in processing your application or
request.

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPLICATION FOR JUVENILE DIVERSION EXPUNCTION
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION
First Name

Last Name
Other Names (Maiden Name or Alias)

(

SECTION A – APPLICANT

Date of Birth (DOB)
MONTH
Mailing Address

DAY

Residence Phone
)
Race
Sex

Business Phone
(
)
Social Security No. (optional)

YEAR

Permanent Address
Arresting or Detaining Agency

Middle Name

City

State

Zip

City

State

Zip

Date(s) of Arrest or Detention

Date of Completion of Prearrest or Postarrest Diversion Program

Charge(s) Description
1. __________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________
4. __________________________________________________________
I hereby certify that the information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

______________________________________________
Applicant Signature
Date
______________________________________________________
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature
Date
(Required if Applicant is under 18 years of age)

SECTION B – STATE ATTORNEY

State Attorney

County

Circuit

Charge(s) Description
1. ___________________________________

Statute Violation
___________________

Case Number
_________________

2. ___________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

3. ___________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

4. ___________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

Action
_________________

FOR EXPUNCTION
APPLICATIONS ONLY

I certify that the person named above has successfully completed a
prearrest or postarrest diversion program in the above-named County
as authorized by s.985.345 , that participation in this program was
based on an arrest for a nonviolent misdemeanor (as that term is
defined in s.943.0582), and that to my knowledge and based on the
information available to me this person has not otherwise been
charged with or found to have committed any criminal offense or
comparable ordinance violation. Therefore, pursuant to s.943.0582,
this person is eligible to have his or her criminal history record
expunged within the intent of and as limited by s.943.0582.

________________________________________________
Signature

SECTION C
FDLE

Reviewing Officer

Title (Prosecuting Authority)

Acct/Budget

Date of completion of prearrest or postarrest diversion program
(To be filled in by Prosecuting Authority)

___________________________________________________

Date

(Month)

Expunge Section

(Day)

(Year)

Expunge Section

Date Received __________________

I.D.# ________________ORI _______________

Date Received __________________

Check _________________________

Application Status

Date Entered ___________________

Processed By ___________-_______

Expunge

FDLE 40-025, pursuant to Rule 11C-7.009(1)(b)

Approved

Denied

Date Mailed ____________________

Revised June 2016

INSTRUCTIONS
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION
GENERAL INFORMATION:
The laws and rules, which govern juvenile diversion expunction of criminal history record(s), include: Section
943.0582, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 11C-7009, Florida Administrative Code.
* * As of July 1, 2016, the requirement to submit the application within 12 months after completion of the diversion
program has been repealed. There is no longer a deadline for submitting the application.
THIS IS AN APPLICATION FORM FOR JUVENILE DIVERSION EXPUNCTION (F.S. 943.0582) WHICH IS AN
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS AND IS COMPLETED BY THE AGENCIES CONCERNED. IT DOES NOT REQUIRE FILING A
PETITION WITH THE COURT, AND DOES NOT REQUIRE OR AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE OF
ELIGIBILITY BY FDLE. PLEASE CONSULT THE APPLICABLE LAW OR SEEK LEGAL ADVICE IF YOU ARE UNCERTAIN
OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN JUVENILE DIVERSION EXPUNCTION AND COURT-ORDERED EXPUNCTION (F.S.
943.0585), OR BETWEEN JUVENILE DIVERSION EXPUNCTION AND OTHER FORMS OF EXPUNCTION FOR WHICH YOU
MAY QUALIFY.
(SECTION A) APPLICATION INFORMATION
In order to obtain a juvenile diversion expunction of a criminal history record, the following documents must be
provided to the FDLE pursuant to s. 943.0582, F.S.
1.

Complete the reverse side of this application. Section A must be completed by the applicant and signed
by the applicant or the applicant’s parent or legal guardian if the applicant is under 18 years of age at the
time of signing.

2.

The applicant must be fingerprinted by authorized personnel with a law enforcement or criminal justice
agency. The enclosed FDLE Applicant Fingerprint card FD 258 must be used.

3.

You must have the state attorney complete Section B, on the reverse side of this application, certifying
that you have successfully completed a prearrest or postarrest diversion program that allows for the
expunction of the record upon completion as authorized by s. 943.0582, F.S.

4.

You should be aware that eligibility for a juvenile diversion expunction is conditioned upon successful
completion of a prearrest or postarrest diversion program authorized by s. 985.345 , F.S., and that the
applicant’s participation in the program was based on an arrest for a nonviolent misdemeanor as the term
“nonviolent misdemeanor” is defined in s. 943.0582, F.S.. You should also be aware that the term
“expunction” as used in s.943.0582, F.S., differs significantly in operation and effect from term
“expunction” as used in s.943.0585, F.S.

(SECTION B) STATE ATTORNEY INOFRMATION ONLY:
Section 943.0582, Florida Statutes, states that an applicant seeking a juvenile diversion expunction of a criminal history
record must obtain an official written statement from the appropriate state attorney as reflected in Section B on the
reverse side of this form.
(SECTION C) (TO BECOMPLETED BY THE FDLE ONLY)
MAILING INSTRUCTIONS:
Once you have completed all applicable requirements as stated above, mail this application and all documents to:
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Attn: Expunge/Seal Section
Post Office Box 1489
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-1489
If the application is not complete or all of the necessary documents are not provided, the FDLE will return your
package unprocessed. Any questions should be directed to the FDLE’s Expunge Section at (850) 410-7870.
** FDLE has asked that you provide your social security number (SSN). The decision to provide your SSN is at your
option, but failure to provide your SSN may result in a delay in processing your application or request. If you provide
your SSN, FDLE will use it for purposes of identification, and may share the information with other agencies for the
same purpose pursuant to Section 119.071(5)(a)6.b., F.S. FDLE's request for your SSN is authorized by state law because
it is imperative for the performance of FDLE's duties and responsibilities pursuant to Section 119.071(5)(a)2.a.II, F.S.

FINGERPRINTS FOR
APPLICATION FOR JUVENILE DIVERSION EXPUNCTION
Name:
Last______________________________ First _______________________Middle _________________________
Alias(aka)
Name: Last_______________________ First _______________________Middle _________________________

RACE: __ SEX:___ DOB: ______ * SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER (SOC): __________________________
Please mail completed application and fingerprints to:
FDLE, P.O. Box 1489, Tallahassee, FL 32302, Attn: Expunge/Seal Section
Signature of official taking fingerprints: _____________________________________ ORI: ________________________________

Signature of person fingerprinted: ________________________________ Date: ________________________________________

1. R. Thumb

2. R. Index

3. R. Middle

4. R. Ring

5. R. Little

6. L. Thumb

7. L. Index

8. L. Middle

9. L. Ring

10. L. Little

Left Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously

•

L. Thumb

R. Thumb

Right Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously

This information is voluntary, failure to disclose may delay the processing time of your application.

Form 40-024

SECTION A – FOR APPLICANT TO COMPLETE

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY TO EXPUNGE UNDER s. 943.0585(5) LAWFUL SELF-DEFENSE
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION
Last Name
First Name
Middle Name
Aliases: Maiden: Divorce
Date of Birth (DOB)
MONTH
Mailing Address

Residence Phone
(
)
Race
Sex

DAY

YEAR

Permanent Address
Arresting Agency if applicable

State

Zip

City

State

Zip

Florida Drivers License No.

Charge(s)
1. __________________________________________

NOTARY
(PLEASE STAMP WITH SEAL)
Sworn to and subscribed before me

2. __________________________________________

This ______ Day of _______________, 20____________

3. __________________________________________
4. __________________________________________

______________________________________________
(Signature of Notary Public)

I hereby certify that the information contained herein is
true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

(Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary
or Deputy Clerk of the Court)

________________________________________
Personally Known ____ or Produced Identification _____

___________________________________________
Signature
Date

Charge(s) Description
1. ___________________________________

SECTION B – FOR STATE ATTORNEY OR
STATEWIDE PROSECUTOR TO COMPLETE

City

Date(s) of Arrest if applicable

State Attorney/Statewide Prosecutor

Type of Identification Produced: ____________________

County

Circuit

Reviewing Officer

Statute Violation
___________________

Case Number
_________________

Action
_________________

FOR EXPUNCTION
APPLICATIONS ONLY

2. __________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

3. ___________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

4. ___________________________________

___________________

_________________

_________________

My signature below certifies that, with respect to the charge(s) to be expunged under s.
943.0585(5)
An information, indictment, or other charging document was not filed, or was dismissed by the
prosecuting attorney or by the court, because it was found that the applicant acted in lawful selfdefense pursuant to the provisions related to justifiable use of force in chapter 776.

_________________________________________________________________________

Signature
SECTION C
FDLE

Business Phone
(
)
Social Security No.

Title (Prosecuting Authority)

Acct/Budget

Date

Expunge Section

Expunge Section

Date Received __________________

I.D.# ________________ORI _______________

Check _________________________

Certification Status

Approved

Denied

Processed By ___________-_______

Date Received __________________
Date Entered ___________________
Date Mailed ____________________

Expunge

IMPORTANT: A CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY IS VALID FOR 12 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUANCE. AFTER
THAT TIME, A NEW CERTIFICATE MUST BE APPLIED FOR.
Revised May 2014

Ref. Rules 11C-7.006 and 11C-7.007

FDLE 40-021

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS & INFORMATION:
1.

Applicable law: Section 943.0585 , Florida Statutes, and Chapter 11C-7, Florida Administrative Code (FAC),
govern the use of this application, for the expunction of non-judicial criminal history records by criminal justice agencies.
These statutes and the implementing rules require that you obtain a Certificate of Eligibility from the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) prior to requesting a court for an order to expunge your non-judicial criminal
history records, and that you provide the information required by this application process.

2.

Please type or print all information, except signatures. Complete all required portions of the application and submit all
required documents and the processing fee noted below, under Section A. Failure to disclose your social security
number (SOC) may delay the processing time of your application. If your application is submitted without
all the required information, documentation, or the processing fee, FDLE may reject your application.

3.

Mailing information: Mail your completed application package and fee to the following address:
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
ATTN: Expunge Section
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-1489

4.

Contact Information: FDLE’s Expunge Section – (850) 410-7870.

5.

Optional Personal Review of your Florida criminal history record: If you have questions about what appears in
your Florida criminal history record maintained by FDLE, you may wish to obtain a Personal Review of your record from
FDLE, pursuant to Chapter 11C-8, FAC, before submitting this application form. The Personal Review is optional and is
not required for FDLE to process your Application for Certification of Eligibility for expunction of your record. To obtain a
Personal Review, please complete and submit the enclosed FDLE Fingerprint form and a letter to FDLE at the address
above. If you submit the fingerprint form and a letter for your Personal Review, please DO NOT send in the
APPLICATION or the $75.00 processing fee until the Personal Review is completed; the results of your personal review
may influence your decision to request the expunction of your criminal history record.

SECTION A:

FOR APPLICANT TO COMPLETE

1.

Complete every part of SECTION A. Make sure your signature, as the applicant, is notarized.

2.

If you were given a Notice to Appear and not physically arrested for the charge(s), indicate the date of the Notice to
Appear in the box marked “Date of Arrest.”

3.

NON-REFUNDABLE Processing Fee: Submit with your application a money order or Cashier’s check in the
amount of $75.00, made payable to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE).

4.

Submit the attached fingerprint form with your fingerprints, as part of your application packet. This form must be
completed by authorized personnel at a law enforcement or criminal justice agency, using only the attached
FDLE Fingerprint form. (If you have obtained a Personal Review; send the fingerprint card back with the enclosed
fingerprint form, please resubmit the same form for the Expunge “Certificate of Eligibility” application.)

5.

Provide a certified copy of the final disposition(s) for each of the charges you list on your application. Dispositions
can usually be obtained from the office of the Clerk of Courts in the county where you were charged. For Pretrial
Intervention and other Diversion programs, a certified letter of completion from the State Attorney or Statewide
Prosecutor may substitute for a certified disposition.

SECTION B:
1.

SECTION

FOR STATE ATTORNEY OR STATE WIDE PROSECUTOR TO COMPLETE

Submit the application to the State Attorney or Statewide Prosecutor for completion of SECTION B NOTE:
In addition to proper completion of Section B, you must also submit the certified copies of disposition(s).
C: FOR FDLE USE ONLY

FINGERPRINTS FOR
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBLLITY LAWFUL SELF-DEFENSE EXPUNCTION

Name:
Last______________________________ First _______________________Middle _________________________
Alias(aka)
Name: Last_______________________ First _______________________Middle _________________________

RACE: __ SEX:___ DOB: ______ * SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER (SOC): __________________________
Please mail completed application and fingerprints to:
FDLE, P.O. Box 1489, Tallahassee, FL 32302, Attn: Expunge Section
Signature of official taking fingerprints: _____________________________________ ORI: ________________________________

Signature of person fingerprinted: ________________________________ Date: ________________________________________

1. R. Thumb

2. R. Index

3. R. Middle

4. R. Ring

5. R. Little

6. L. Thumb

7. L. Index

8. L. Middle

9. L. Ring

10. L. Little

Left Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously

•

L. Thumb

R. Thumb

Right Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously

This information is voluntary; failure to disclose may delay the processing time of your application.

Form 40-024

DID YOU REMEMBER TO:
**Complete the application? Did you Sign and date the application in
front of a notary?

 Provide a certified (stamped copy) disposition of your case you
want to have expunged?

 Include your name, race/sex, date of birth, social security number
and signature on the fingerprint form?

 Provide a $75.00 check or money order made payable to FDLE?
Did you sign and completely fill out the check or money order?

 Include an Attorney’s letterhead, if you (applicant) are
represented by an attorney?

 Make copies of your application and documents for your records?
 Is Section B completed and signed by the State Attorney’s Office?
FDLE asks that you provide your social security number (SSN). The decision to provide your SSN is at your option, and if you
provide your SSN, FDLE will use it for purposes of identification, and may share the information with other agencies for the
same purpose. FDLE’s request for your SSN is authorized by state law because use of it is imperative for FDLE to fulfill its
lawful duties and responsibilities. Your failure to provide your SSN may result in a delay in processing your application or
request.

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2016-MM-111111
DIVISION: I
STATE OF FLORIDA
Plaintiff,
v.
JEAN VALJEAN,
Petitioner.
/

PETITION TO EXPUNGE RECORD
The Petitioner, Jean Valjean, petitions this Honorable Court, under Rule 3.692, Florida
Rules of Criminal Procedure and Section 943.0585, Florida Statutes, to expunge all criminal
history record information in the custody of any criminal justice agency and the official records
of the Court concerning the Petitioner’s arrest on January 1, 2016, by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office. The grounds are as follows:
1.

On January 1, 2016, the Petitioner, a white male whose date of birth is January

1, 1990, was arrested by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, for the offense of petit theft.
2.

The Petitioner has not been adjudicated guilty of any of the charges stemming

from this arrest or alleged criminal activity.
3.

The Petitioner has not been previously adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense

or a comparable ordinance violation.

4. The Petitioner has not secured a prior records expunction or sealing under Sections
943.0585 or 943.059, or former Sections 943.058, 893.14, or 901.33, Florida Statutes.
5. An indictment, information, or other charging document filed against the Petitioner
was dismissed by the prosecutor; or there has not been an indictment, information, or other
charging document filed against the Petitioner; or the Petitioner’s record has been sealed under
Section 943.059, or former Sections 943.058, 893.14, or 901.33, Florida Statutes for at least
ten (10) years.
6. A Certificate of Eligibility for Expunction of non-judicial criminal history records
issued by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, accompanies this petition.
WHEREFORE, the Petitioner moves to expunge any criminal history record
information and any official court records regarding his arrest by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office, for the offense of petit theft on January 1, 2016.

Respectfully submitted this ______ day of ____________________, 2016.
BEDELL, DITTMAR, DeVAULT, PILLANS & COXE
Professional Association

By:
David Barksdale
Florida Bar No.: 0957331
The Bedell Building
101 East Adams Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
Telephone: (904) 353-0211
Facsimile:
(904) 353-9307
E-mail:
odb@bedellfirm.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing pleading has been
day of
, 2016.
served via U.S. Mail on the following agencies on this

Attorney

State Attorney's Office
ATTN: Debbie Sanderson
311 West Monroe Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
501 East Bay Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, FL 32302

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2016-MM-111111
DIVISION: I
STATE OF FLORIDA
Plaintiff,
v.
JEAN VALJEAN,
Petitioner.
/

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF
PETITION TO EXPUNGE RECORD
I, Jean Valjean, am the Petitioner in the above-styled cause and I do hereby swear and
affirm that:
1. I fully understand the meaning of all of the terms of this affidavit.
2. I have never been adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense or a comparable ordinance
violation nor adjudicated delinquent for committing a felony or a misdemeanor specified in
Section 943.051(3)(b).
3. I was arrested on January 1, 2016 by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, and I have not
been adjudicated guilty, or adjudicated delinquent of any of the acts to which the petition
pertains.

4. I have never secured a prior records expunction or sealing under Section 943.0585,
or former Sections 893.14, 901.33, Florida Statutes.
5. I am eligible for the relief requested, to the best of my knowledge and belief, and do
not have any other petition to expunge or seal pending before any court.
6. An indictment, information, or other charging document filed against the Petitioner
was dismissed by the prosecutor; or there has not been an indictment, information, or other
charging document filed against the Petitioner; or the Petitioner’s record has been sealed under
Section 943.059, or former Sections 943.058, 893.14, or 901.33, Florida Statutes for at least
ten (10) years.

I, Jean Valjean, do hereby swear and/or affirm that the above information is true and
correct to the best of my knowledge.
__________________________________
Signature of Defendant/Petitioner

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this _______ day of _____________________, 2016.

________________________________________
Notary Public, State of Florida

________________________________________
Printed, Typed, or Stamped
Commissioned Name of Notary Public

Personally known _______ or produced Identification ______
Type of identification produced: ____________________________________.

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2016-MM-111111
DIVISION: I
STATE OF FLORIDA
Plaintiff,
v.
JEAN VALJEAN,
Petitioner.
/

ORDER EXPUNGING RECORD PURSUANT TO
FLORIDA STATUTE 943.0585 AND FRCP 3.692
THIS CAUSE was considered before me this date upon Petitioner’s Petition to
Expunge Record concerning the arrest of Jean Valjean on the 1st day of January, 2016, by the
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, and the Court hereby finds:
1.

The Petitioner has never been previously adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense

or comparable ordinance violation.
2.

The Petitioner was not adjudicated guilty of charges stemming from the criminal

activity to which the instant Petition pertains.
3.

The Petitioner has not secured a prior records expunction or sealing.

4.

An indictment, information, or other charging document filed against the

Petitioner was dismissed by the prosecutor; or there has not been an indictment, information

or other charging document filed against the Petitioner; or the Petitioner’s record has been
sealed under Section 943.059, or former Sections 943.058, 893.14, or 901.33, Florida
Statutes, for at least ten (10) years.
5.

A Certificate of Eligibility issued by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement

accompanied the petition for expunction of non-judicial criminal history records. Whereupon
it is
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Petition to Expunge Records be and the
same hereby is granted. All court records pertaining to the above-styled case shall be expunged
in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 943.0585, Florida Statutes and Rule
3.692, Florida Rules of Criminal Procedures; and it is further
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Clerk of this Court shall forward a certified
copy of this Order to the State Attorney and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, who will comply
with the procedures set forth in Section 943.0585, Florida Statutes, and appropriate
regulations of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, and who will further forward a
copy of this Order to any agency that their records reflect has received the instant criminal
history record information; and it is further
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office shall expunge
all information concerning the arrest or criminal history record information regarding this
Petitioner in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 943.0585 and Rule 3.692.

All costs of certified copies involved herein are to be borne by the Petitioner.

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers, in Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida this
___ day of _________, 2016.

______________________________
COUNTY JUDGE

cc:
State Attorney's Office
ATTN: Debbie Sanderson
311 West Monroe Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

David Barksdale, Esq.
The Bedell Building
101 East Adams Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
501 East Bay Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

FDLE
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, FL 32302

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2016-MM-111111
DIVISION: I
STATE OF FLORIDA
Plaintiff,
v.
JEAN VALJEAN,
Petitioner.
/
AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF
PETITION TO SEAL RECORD
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF DUVAL
I, Jean Valjean, am the Petitioner in the above-styled cause and I do hereby swear and
affirm that:
1.

I fully understand the meaning of all of the terms of this affidavit.

2.

I have never been adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense or a comparable

ordinance violation nor adjudicated delinquent for committing a felony or a misdemeanor
specified in Section 943.051(3)(b), Florida Statutes.
3.

I was arrested on January 1, 2016, by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, and I have

not been adjudicated guilty for committing, any of the acts stemming from that arrest or the
alleged criminal activity surrounding my arrest.

4.

I have never secured a prior records expunction or sealing under Section

943.0585, or former Sections 893.14, 901.33, or 943.058, Florida Statutes.
5.

I am eligible for such a sealing to the best of my knowledge or belief and I do

not have any other petition to seal or any petition to expunge pending before any court.

I, Jean Valjean, do hereby swear and/or affirm that the above information is true and
correct to the best of my knowledge.

__________________________________
Signature of Defendant/Petitioner

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me this ____ day of _______________,
2016.
________________________________________
Notary Public, State of Florida

Personally Known ____ or Produced Identification ____.
Type of Identification Produced by affiant:
_____________________________________.

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2016-MM-111111
DIVISION: I
STATE OF FLORIDA
Plaintiff,
v.
JEAN VALJEAN,
Petitioner.
/
PETITION TO SEAL RECORD
The Petitioner, Jean Valjean, under Section 943.059, Florida Statutes, and Rule 3.692,
Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure, petitions this Honorable Court to seal all criminal history
record information in the custody of any criminal justice agency and the official records of the
Court concerning the Petitioner’s arrest on or about January 1, 2016 by the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office, for the offense of petit theft. The grounds are as follows:
1.

That on or about January 1, 2016 the Defendant, a white male whose date of

birth is January 1, 1990, was arrested by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and charged with petit
theft.
2.

That the Petitioner has not been adjudicated guilty of any of the charges

stemming from this arrest or alleged criminal activity.

3.

That the Petitioner has not secured a prior records expunction or sealing under

this Section, or former Sections 943.058, 893.14, or 901.33, Florida Statutes.
4.

The Petitioner has applied for and obtained a Certificate for Eligibility to Petition

for a Seal Order, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.
WHEREFORE, the Petitioner respectfully requests this Honorable Court to grant the
relief requested herein, for the reasons as stated above.
Respectfully submitted this ________ day of __________________, 2016.

BEDELL, DITTMAR, DeVAULT, PILLANS & COXE
Professional Association

David Barksdale
Florida Bar No. 0957331
101 East Adams Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
Telephone: (904) 353-0211
Facsimile: (904) 353-9307
E-mail: odb@bedellfirm.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been served by U.S. Mail this
_______ day of ______________, 2016, to the following agencies.

Attorney

Office of the State Attorney
ATTN: Debbie Sanderson
311 West Monroe Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
501 East Bay Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, Florida 32302

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2016-MM-111111
DIVISION: I
STATE OF FLORIDA
Plaintiff,
v.
JEAN VALJEAN,
Petitioner.
/

ORDER SEALING RECORD PURSUANT TO
FLORIDA STATUTE 943.059 AND FRCP 3.692
THIS CAUSE was considered before me this date upon Petitioner's Petition to Seal
Record concerning the arrest on or about January 1, 2016 by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office,
and the Court hereby finds:
1.

The Petitioner has never been previously adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense

or comparable ordinance violation.
2.

The Petitioner was not adjudicated guilty of charges stemming from the arrest

or criminal activity to which the instant Petition pertains.
3.
it is thereby

The Petitioner has not secured a prior records expunction or sealing; whereupon

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Petition to Seal Records be and the same
hereby is granted. All court records pertaining to the above-styled case shall be sealed in
accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 943.059, Florida Statutes, and Rule 3.692,
Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure; and it is further
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Clerk of this Court shall forward a certified
copy of this Order to the State Attorney, Florida Department of Law Enforcement and the
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, who will comply with the procedures set forth in Section 943.059,
Florida Statutes, and appropriate regulations of the Department of Law Enforcement, and who
will further forward a copy of this Order to any agency that their records reflect has received
the instant criminal history record information; and it is further
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office shall seal all
information concerning the arrest or criminal history record information regarding this
Petitioner, in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 943.059, Florida Statutes,
and Rule 3.692, Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure.
All costs of certified copies involved herein are to be borne by the Petitioner.

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers, in Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida this
______ day of _________________ 2016.

______________________________
COUNTY JUDGE

cc:
State Attorney's Office
ATTN: Debbie Sanderson
311 West Monroe Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

David Barksdale, Esq.
The Bedell Building
101 East Adams Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
501 East Bay Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

FDLE
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, FL 32302

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2016-MM-111111
DIVISION: I
STATE OF FLORIDA
Plaintiff,
v.
JEAN VALJEAN,
Petitioner.
/

PETITION TO REVIEW FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT DENIAL OF
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY TO SEAL

Jean Valjean petitions this Court to direct the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement to issue a Certificate of Eligibility to Seal in accordance with Florida Statute
943.059.
BACKGROUND
1.

On January 1, 2016, Mr. Valjean was arrested by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s

Office. The arrest and booking report listed the charge as domestic battery, a first degree
misdemeanor.
2.

On January 2, 2016, at first appearance, Mr. Valjean pled not guilty to the

accusation in the arrest and booking report.

3.

On January 19, 2016, through counsel, Mr. Valjean entered a written plea

of not guilty.
4.

On or about January 25, 2008, the State filed an Information charging

Battery (Domestic), alleging violation of Section 784.03(1)(a) and 741.28, Florida
Statutes.
5.

On February 18, 2016, in open court the State amended the charge to

Simple Battery. (Exhibit A is the entire docket history maintained by the Clerk of the
Court).
6.

In response to the amendment of the charge from Battery (Domestic) to

Battery (Simple), Mr. Valjean then entered a plea of no contest and the Court withheld
adjudication and placed the Defendant on six months probation.
7.

The February 18, 2016 written Order Placing Defendant on Probation lists

the charge as Simple Battery. (Exhibit B).
8.

The Defendant successfully completed probation and it was terminated.

9.

On or about October 1, 2016, pursuant to Fla. Stat. 943.059, Mr. Valjean

through counsel requested FDLE to issue a Certificate of Eligibility to seal.
10.

By letter dated October 17, 2016 (which was received by undersigned

counsel approximately two weeks later), the FDLE denied a Certificate of Eligibility on
the basis that the criminal history record to which the application pertained relates to a
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statutory violation which cannot be sealed if there is a plea of nolo contendere. (Exhibit
C).
THIS COURT’S JURISDICTION
11.

An FDLE denial of a Certificate of Eligibility does not constitute a final

agency action or a quasi-judicial order, and thus cannot initially be challenged at the
appellate level. Rowell v. State of Florida, Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 700
So. 2d 1242, 1243 (Fla. 2d DCA 1997). A sealing petitioner who wishes to challenge
an FDLE denial of Certificate of Eligibility is allowed to petition the trial court to order
the Certificate to be issued. Id; and see, the FDLE denial letter, Exhibit B.
12.

Mr. Valjean served a copy of this petition on the FDLE.
ARGUMENT

13.

Mr. Valjean has never been adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense. In

requesting the Certificate of Eligibility, Mr. Valjean complied with all requirements set
forth in Fla. Stat. 943.059(2).
14.

Presumably, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement denied the

Certificate of Eligibility because the original Arrest and Booking Report listed the charge
as Battery/Domestic. Fla. Stat. 943.059 provides that, “[a] criminal history record that
relates to a ... violation enumerated in s.907.041 ... may not be sealed, without regard to
whether adjudication was withheld, if the defendant was found guilty of or pled guilty
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or nolo contendere to the offense. ...” Fla. Stat. 907.041 includes an: “Act of domestic
violence as defined in s.741.28.”
15.

But, the offense to which Mr. Valjean actually pled no contest was simple

battery, in violation of Florida Statute 784.03, not domestic battery. Florida Statute
943.059 does not prohibit the issuance of a Certificate of Eligibility, and does not
prohibit sealing, where adjudication is withheld on a simple battery charge (where, as
here, the petitioner is otherwise eligible to seal).
WHEREFORE, Jean Valjean petitions this Court to direct the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement to issue a Certificate of Eligibility.
DATED at Jacksonville, Florida this ____ day of October, 2016.
BEDELL, DITTMAR, DeVAULT, PILLANS & COXE
Professional Association

By:__________________________________
O. David Barksdale
Florida Bar No. 0957331
E-mail: odb@bedellfirm.com
Ashley W. Greene
Florida Bar No. 0010973
E-mail: awg@bedellfirm.com
Brian T. Coughlin
Florida Bar No. 0713732
E-mail: btc@bedellfirm.com
101 East Adams Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
Telephone: (904) 353-0211
Facsimile: (904) 353-9307
Attorneys for Jean Valjean
4

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been furnished by U.S.
mail this ____ day of October, 2016, to
Bouvier Javert, Esq.
Assistant State Attorney
311 West Monroe Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Office of General Counsel
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, FL 32302-1489

__________________________________
Attorney
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January 1, 2016
Privileged & Confidential
VIA U.S. MAIL
Mr. Jean Valjean
12345 Anystreet Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Re:

Record Expungement

Dear Jean:
Regarding your request to have your arrest record expunged, enclosed please
find Florida Department of Law Enforcement Application for Certification of Eligibility
and fingerprint card. Please complete Section A only of the Application, signing it in
the presence of a notary public. Contrary to the directions, the notary MUST affix his
or her stamp in the stated area.
Additionally, the enclosed fingerprint card must be taken to any law enforcement
agency to have a legible set of your fingerprints placed on the card. This card is also
required to be attached to the Application. Some agencies charge a nominal fee for this
service. Please note that this card must not be bent or folded.
Finally, an Affidavit, which will be attached to the Petition to Expunge, is
enclosed for you to sign and have notarized.
Once the above items are completed, please return them to our office along with
a cashier's check, certified check, or money order made payable to the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement in the amount of $75.00. We will then forward your
application to FDLE and request the issuance of the Certificate of Eligibility. Once we

Mr. Jean Valjean
January 1, 2016
Page 2
receive the Certificate of Eligibility from FDLE, we will prepare the Petition to
Expunge and then file the Petition, Affidavit, and Certificate with the Court.
Pay careful attention to paragraph two of the Affidavit. If you have any type of
criminal history, including some traffic offenses, and arrests outside the state of Florida,
please contact this office. Also, it is your responsibility to notify us of any criminal
charges that are brought against you while the petition to expunge is pending.
Please note that like any system, the expunging of criminal history records by
public agencies is not perfect. Background checks by private companies sometime
reveal criminal history that has been expunged. This is happening more frequently
because of the prevalence of electronic data and the internet. If you should ever learn
that that has happened, please feel free to contact us and then we can try to research
why it occurred. We will submit your order to a clearinghouse which will disburse it
to approximately 500 background check companies, but there is no way to assure that
expunged criminal history does not appear on private background checks.
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement always maintains expunged
records. The FDLE is authorized to provide expunged records to prospective
employers if you apply for certain types of employment. You are required to disclose
the criminal record if you seek those specific types of employment. I enclose a copy of
Florida Statute 943.0585, and we have highlighted those types of employment.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation and other federal agencies often have access
to expunged criminal records, and this state court order does not require the federal
government to expunge the information it has acquired.
Should you have any questions regarding this process, please do not hesitate to
call me.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale
/elc
Enclosures

January 10, 2016
VIA U.S. MAIL
State Attorney's Office
ATTN: Deb Sanderson
311 West Monroe Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Re:

State of Florida v. Jean Valjean
Case No.: 2016-MM-111111

Dear Ms. Sanderson:
I am enclosing the FDLE application and certified disposition on behalf of Jean
Valjean in the above referenced matter. As Mr. Valjean is interested in expunging his
record, I would appreciate your facilitating the completion of Section B.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale

/elc
Enclosures

bc: Jean Valjean (w/o enclosures)

February 1, 2016
VIA U.S. MAIL
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Attn: Expunge Section
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, FL 32302
Re:

State of Florida v. Jean Valjean
Case No.: 2016-MM-111111

Dear Sir/Madam:
Please be advised that I am the attorney of record for the above-named applicant
in his pending Application for Certification of Eligibility. Enclosed you will find the
fingerprint card for Mr. Valjean, along with the disposition notice and check in the
amount of $75.00 to cover the cost of issuing a Certificate of Eligibility. Should any
problems arise with respect to Mr. Valjean’s pending application, or if further
information is required, please contact this office.
Once this Certificate is issued, I would appreciate it if you would forward the
original to my office.
Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale
/elc
Enclosures

bc: Jean Valjean (w/o enclosures)

October 16, 2016
VIA U.S. MAIL
Mr. Jean Valjean
12345 Anystreet Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32207
RE: Record Expungement
Dear Jean:
I enclose a copy of your order which means that the record of your arrest is
now expunged. It is important that you keep the order in a safe and accessible place in
case you should need it in the future. The clerk sent us the invoice for the expunction
charge and the fee has been paid. In about 45 days, we will conduct a background
check, asking the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office, and the Clerk of the Court for criminal history information. We do that to
insure that these agencies have complied with this order. When we do that
background check, we expect to be told that there is no public record of this charge.
Please understand this background check only includes these three public agencies.
The expunction of criminal history records by public agencies is not perfect.
The internet and electronic data means that despite this expunction order, your record
may still be found in a background check. Background checks done by private
companies sometimes reveal criminal history that has been expunged. There are many
private databases which companies and schools use to conduct background checks. I
have enclosed a form for you to sign and return to us that will allow us to submit your
order to a clearinghouse that will disburse it to approximately 500 background check
companies. We cannot guarantee that the criminal history of your case will be
removed from all private databases however.
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement always maintains expunged
records. The FDLE is authorized to provide expunged records to prospective

Mr. Jean Valjean
January 1, 2016
Page 2
employers if you apply for certain types of employment. You will be required to
disclose the criminal record if you seeks those specific types of employment. I enclose
a copy of Florida Statute 943.0585, and we have highlighted those types of
employment.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation and other federal agencies often have
access to expunged criminal records, and this state court order does not and cannot
require the federal government to expunge the information it has acquired.
Please note that the law is very specific as to how one can respond to questions
on applications that deal with expunged criminal history. If you have questions at any
time about how to respond to particular questions about this case, or have any other
questions about expungement, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale
/elc
Enclosures

August 1, 2016

VIA U.S. MAIL
Duval County Clerk of Court
ATTN: Misdemeanor Expunction
501 West Adams Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Re: State v. Jean Valjean; Case No. 2016-MM-111111
Dear Sir/Madam:
Please find enclosed an original Certificate of Eligibility to accompany the
Petition to Expunge Record in the above-mentioned case that was electronically filed
today. I am also enclosing a copy of the proposed order. If you have any questions
or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your assistance in
this matter.
Sincerely,

Erica L. Cruzat
Florida Registered Paralegal
/elc
Enclosures

January 1, 2016

VIA U.S. MAIL
Foundation for Continuing Justice
1504 Brookhollow Drive, Suite 114
Santa Ana, CA 92705
Re: Criminal Database Update
Dear Sir/Madam
Please find enclosed a criminal database update form for Jean Valjean, DOB: 1/1/90,
along with a certified copy of the order expunging Mr. Valjean’s record. Thank you for
assisting Mr. Valjean in furnishing this order to providers of criminal data information. If
you have any questions or are in need of any additional information, please do not hesitate
to contact me.
Sincerely,

Erica L. Cruzat
Florida Registered Paralegal
/elc
Enclosures

bc:

Jean Valjean (without enclosures)

December 1, 2016
Privileged & Confidential
VIA U.S. MAIL
Mr. Jean Valjean
12345 Anystreet Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Re:

Record Expunction

Dear Jean:
The Duval County Court Order which decrees the expunction of your record has
been sent to the FDLE and the Sheriff’s Office and we have since confirmed that all
records relating to your arrest on January 1, 2016, have been expunged. As stated in
our letter to you dated October 16, 2016, we are unable to guarantee your record has
been removed from all private background check companies and/or internet websites.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale

/elc

February 15, 2016
Privileged & Confidential
Dr. & Mrs. Dawkins
54321 Anystreet Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Re:

Record Expungement

Dear Dr. & Mrs. Dawkins:
Pursuant to your request to have Jack’s record expunged, enclosed please find a
Florida Department of Law Enforcement Application for Juvenile Diversion
Expunction and fingerprint card. Please complete Section A only of the Application,
signing it in the presence of a notary public. Contrary to the directions, the notary
MUST affix his or her stamp in the stated area. You and Jack should sign in the
appropriate spaces.
Additionally, the enclosed fingerprint card must be taken to any law enforcement
agency to have a legible set of Jack’s fingerprints placed on the card. This card is also
required to be attached to the Application. Some agencies charge a nominal fee for this
service. Please note that this card must not be bent or folded.
Once the above items are completed, please return them to our office along with
a cashier's check, certified check, or money order made payable to the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) in the amount of $75.00. We will then
forward the application to FDLE.
If Jack has any type of criminal history, including some traffic offenses, please
contact this office. Also, it is your responsibility to notify us of any criminal charges
that are brought against Jack while the application to expunge is pending.

Dr. & Mrs. Dawkins
February 15, 2016
Page 2

Please note that like any system, the expunging of criminal history records by
public agencies is not perfect. Background checks by private companies sometime reveal
criminal history that has been expunged. This is happening more frequently because of
the prevalence of electronic data and the internet. If you should ever learn that that has
happened, please feel free to contact us and then we can try to research why it occurred.
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement always maintains expunged
records. The FDLE is authorized to provide expunged records in limited circumstances.
I enclose a copy of Florida Statute 943.0582, and have highlighted those circumstances.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation and other federal agencies often have access
to expunged criminal records, and a state court expunction does not require the federal
government to expunge the information it has acquired.
Should you have any questions regarding this process, please do not hesitate to
call me.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale

/elc
Enclosures

January 19, 2016
VIA U.S. MAIL
State Attorney's Office
ATTN: Deb Sanderson
311 West Monroe St.
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Re:

State of Florida v. Jack Dawkins
Case No.: 2016-CJ-1111

Dear Ms. Knox:
I am enclosing the FDLE Application for Juvenile Diversion Expunction and
certified disposition on behalf of Jack Dawkins in the above referenced matter. As Mr.
Dawkins is interested in expunging his record, I would appreciate your facilitating the
completion of Section B, and returning the same to me.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter, and I look forward to receiving the
completed application.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale

/elc
Enclosures

bc: Dr. & Mrs. Dawkins (w/o enclosures)

February 15, 2016
VIA U.S. MAIL
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Accounting and Budgeting
P.O. Box 1489
Tallahassee, FL 32302
Attn: Expunge Section
RE:

State of Florida v. Jack Dawkins
Case No.: 2016-CJ-1111

Dear Sir/Madam:
Please be advised that I am the attorney of record for the above-named applicant
in his pending application for juvenile diversion expungement. Enclosed you will find
the fingerprint card for Mr. Dawkins, along with the disposition notice and check in the
amount of $75.00 to cover the cost of applying for a juvenile diversion expungement.
Should any problems arise with respect to Mr. Dawkins’s pending application, or if
further information is required, please contact this office.
Once the expungement is granted, please forward confirmation of such to my
office.
Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale
/elc
Enclosures

bc: Dr. & Mrs. Dawkins (w/o enclosures)

October 5, 2016
Privileged & Confidential
VIA U.S. MAIL
Dr. & Mrs. Dawkins
54321 Anystreet Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Re:

Record Expungement

Dear Dr. & Mrs. Dawkins:
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement has expunged Jack’s record and
notice has been sent to the State Attorney’s Office, the Clerk of the Court and the
Sheriff’s Office. We have since confirmed that all records relating to Jack’s arrest on
January 1, 2016, have been expunged.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.
Sincerely,

David Barksdale
/elc
Enclosure

